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In this travesty of the Quest of the Golden Fleece I 
have followed the route» and noted the incidents, as re- 
corded in "The Argonautica" of ApoUonius Rhodius, 
and as translated Into Englisli prose by Edward P. Cole- 
ridge* B.A.f Oxford, England* frcnn the revised text of 
R. Merkel, from the Laurentian MS. (Leipzig, J 852, 
Teubnei^s small edition.) 

For the anachn»iisms* pseudo-poetics and mock- 
heroics (for which I have obtained a special mechanical 
license), and other absurdities, I must alone be held re- 
sponsible and amenable to a patient and long-suffering^ 
public. 

THE AUTHOR. 

Bozeman, Montana. 



THE ARGUMENT OF THE ^^ARGONAUTICA/' 

Tyro, the daughter of Salmoneus, had two sons by 
Posddon, Neleus and Pellas; she afterwards wedded 
Oetheus, son of ^olus, and bore to him ^son, Pheres, 
and Amythaon. From ^son sprang Jason; from 
Pheres, Admetus ; from Amythaon, Melampus« 

Now Jason was handed over to the Centaur Chiron 
to be brought up and to leam the art of healing; while 
^son, his father, left the kingdom to Pelias, his own 
brother, bidding him rule Thessaly until Jason^s return 
from Chiron* But Pelias had received an oracle from 
ApoUo, bidding him beware of a man who should come 
with only one sandal; for by him should he be slain« 

So Jason grew up, and came to his uncle, for to 
take his share in his father^s kingdom* But when he 
came to the river Anaurus, which is in Thessaly, wishing 
to ford it, there upon the bank he found Hera in the dis- 
guise of an old dame, and she would cross, but was 
afraid* Then did Jason take her upon his shoulders, 
and carry her safe over, but one sandal left he in the 
mud in the middle of the river* Thence he fared to the 
city with his one sandal, and there he found an assembly 
of the folk, and Pelias doing sacrifice to the gods* When 
Pelias saw him thus he minded him of the oracle, and 
being eager to be rid of him he set him this task, that he 
should go to Scythia in quest of the Golden Fleece, and 
then receive the kingdom* Now this he did from no 
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wish for the Fleece^ but because he thought that Jason 
would be slain by some man in that strange land^ or be 
shipwrecked* 

This is the story of the Golden Fleece. 

— {From the Greek of the Scholiasts.) 
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There was a curse in the family of .^Bolus from the 
day that two members of it^ Athamas and his wife 
InOf ill-treated Phrizus and Helle^ two other Solids* 
Zeus saved the two intended victims and put a curse 
upon the guilty family^ which could not be revoked until 
the Golden Fleece was brought from G)Ichis to Hellas. 
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A SECOND ARGUMENT. 

Athamas^the son of JEoluSf and brother of Oetheus, 
had to wife Nephele first, and begat two children, Phrizus 
and HeIIe« When Nephek died, he married Ino, who 
did plot against the children of Nephele, and persuaded 
her country-women to roast the seed for sowing; but the 
earth, receiving roasted seed, would not bear her yearly 
crops* So Athamas sent to Delphi to inquire about the 
barrenness; but Ino bribed his messengers, telHng them 
to return and say, that the god had answered that Helle 
and Phrizus must be sacrificed if they wanted the barren- 
ness to cease* Wherefore Athamas was persuaded, and 
placed them at the altar; but the gods in pity snatched 
them away through the air by means of the ram with 
the Golden Fleece; now Helle let go, and fell into the 
sea that bears her name, while Phrixus landed safe in 
G>Ichis* There he offered up the ram to Zeus, who 
helped his flight, for that he had escaped the plot of his 
step-mother* And having married Qialciope, daughter 
of ^etes, king of the Scythians, he begat four sons, 
Argus, Cytissorus, Melas, and Phrontis* And there he 
died* — {Given by Branch, from an unknown source*) 

(x) 



THE ROUTE OF THE ARGONAUTS TO JEK, 
AND THEIR RETURN THENCE 

TO lOLCHOS. 

There is no particular difficulty in following Argo 
on her outward voyage^ or in identifying the numerous 
places mentioned by ApoUonius along the route; indeed^ 
his knowledge of the geography up to JEAf the goal of 
the enterprise^ is singularly accurate* It is when we at- 
tempt to foflow his account of the return journey, which 
was made by a different route, that we find ourselves ut- 
terly perplexed, and forced to the conclusion that our 
author has been drawing purely from imagination, with- 
out any idea of the impossibility of the course which he 
assigns to the heroes* 

Briefly, the voyage amounts to this* The Argonauts 
leave the Pelasgicus Sinus (Gulf of Volo), coast along 
Thessaly to Thermaicus Sinus (Gulf of Salonica), steer 
across -ffigaeum Mare (Archipelago) to the Heflespont 
(Dardanelles); through this straight into the Propontis 
(Sea of Mamara) ; through the Bosporus into the Euxine 
(Black Sea)* Except when they cross the Archipelago, 
their voyage is almost a coasting one, and is easy to fol- 
low on a map* 

The return voyage teems with such insurmount- 
able difficulties, and is altogether so hopelessly confused 
and mythical, that it would be a mere waste of time and 
patience to attempt to follow it on a modem map 



We can only Indicate briefly the course the heroes 
are said to have taken* After crossing the Euxine 
(Black Sea)^ they rowed through river-ways right 
across Dacia^ Moesia^ Ulyria^ and Dalmatia (Bulgaria^ 
Servia^ Bosnia, and Herzegovina), into the Adriatic; 
sailing to Italy, they cross the northern part by the 
Eridanus (Po); sail into the Rhone, thence into the 
Mediterranean; right across to the west coast of Italy, 
along which they pass ; through the Lipari islands and 
the strait of Messina ; up the east coast of Italy to the 
Adriatic again ; thence driven by storms, they come to 
the African coast; being caught in the shoals of the 
Syrtis they carry Argo overland to lake Tritonis 
(Bahr Faraouni in Tunis), and finding an outlet into the 
Mediterranean, sail along the African coast to the coast 
of Asia Minor, and so into the ^gean homewards* — 
{Abridged from Coleridge.) 
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INTRODUCTION 

With iheCf Phoebus^ will I beg:in and record the fa- 
mous deeds of those men of old time, who, at the bidding 
of king Pelias, rowed the good ship Argo past the mouth 
of the Euxine and through the rocks Cyanean to fetch the 
Golden Fleece* 

For Pelias had heard an oracle on this wise, that in 
the latter days a hateful doom awaited him, even death, 
at the prompting of one whom he should see come forth 
from the people with but one sandaL And not long 
after, according to the sure report, came Jason on foot 
across the stream of a swollen torrent, and one sandal 
did he save from ^neath the mud, but the other left he 
there sticking in the river-bed* So he came to Pelias 
forthwith to take a part in the solemn feast, which he was 
offering to his father Poseidon and the other gods, but to 
Pelasgian Hera he paid no heed* And the instant Pelias 
saw Jason, he was ware of him, and made ready to his 
hurt a grevious task of seamanship, that so he might lose 
his return in the deep or haply among strange folk* 

Now minstrels even before my day do tell how 
Argus by the counsels of Athene built a ship for him; 
but mine shall it be now to declare the lineage and name of 
the heroes, and their passage of the long sea, and all 
that they did in their wanderings ; and may the Muses be 
the heralds of my song 1 — {Apollonius RhodiusJ) 
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ARGUMENT. 

PeUas in alarm^ sends Jason to G>lchis to fetch the 
Golden Fleece* So Jason gathers the chieftains, and is 
chosen captain himself « After launching the Argo they 
sail on without adventure as far as Lemnos, where they 
stay awhile, and are hospitably received by Hypsipyle 
the queen. Thence they come to the Dobones and their 
king Cyzicus, and are kindly entertained. Giants with- 
stand them at Dindymus, but these are shot by Heracles* 
On the same night a storm drives the ship back to 
Cyzicum, and in the darkness they and the Doliones come 
to blows, and Cyzicus is slain. After mourning for him, 
they sail on to Mysia, where Hylas is lost, and Heracles, 
who will not be comforted, is left behind with Polyphe- 
mus — {Adapted from the Scholiasts.) 
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Thessaly, In olden time, there 

dwelt 
k. good ising, JEsant whran I Ve 

always felt 
^as euchred sore, and ol hJs 

crown bereft. 
Though holding ace, and bow- 
ers r^ht and left. 
But Pelias revoked, in omer words 
Renie^d; took all the tricks, and afterwards 
Took crown and scepter, also took the cake; 
Threw in the throne — himself the king did 
make. 
Of course, such thii^ don't happen in 
our day; 
We merely stock the cards, and win our way. 
Or form a trust, or moneyed syndicate — • 
Buy votes enough to fbat the ship of state. 

But Pelias, now king of Lilchos, 
Was sore afraid, and on his bed did toss. 
Iriis bed of roses, did this Grecian king. 
Find stuffed with tfioms» and all that kind of 

thing — 
One reason that he felt so sore afraid — 
Another was, an oracle fiad said: 
A man with one sandal would come some 

day — 
And sandal wood Tras precious — any way. 
This man with but one sandal — left one, 

too; 
With pard's skin, russet hood and tunic Uue, 
Would from the king demand that was. his 




With bow well drawn and arrow made to 

suitt 
To teach our youi^ ideas how to shoot) 

I > Jason bn^ away at break 

clday, 
j And thro the well-known 

woods he took his wav; 
Thro' woods where often he 
had chased the stae» 
And brought the spotted leopard oft to mg. 
Likewise, the boar, who stoutest hearts ^^th- 

stood, 
He oft bored thro' with spear of cornel wood. 
Then, thro' the woods, he came upon the 
plain. 
Where plain to see his journey would be vain, 
Unless across the Anaurus he stood, 
Whose rushing, swollen tide bode him no 

good. 
The river, swollen by the recent rain. 
Had overflowed its banks ; and then, again, 
Hii^ trees, torn op, mid-stream were wiirled 
alcn^. 
rs^ii Too deep to wade; the tide to stem, too 

\^^ StKXlg. 

j^ff Its tide, if taken at fts flood, would be 
iff^l The death of any mortal man, you see; 
" ^' And Jason, though a demi-god, 'tis true. 
Afraid to risk his mortal half, felt blue. 

And time and tide for no man wait, you 
know; 
ytf^)] ^^^ ^'^ ^ woman, yes, be she Juno; 




YE aXi'DS 6tij, 

LITTLE PISMEsii 



For Petlas was a wdy man, and he 
Had formed an artful plan, as we shall see. 
By subterfuge and wine to outwh Jase, 
And send h^n, eager, on a wild-goose chase. 

THEREUPON a regal feast was 

spread, 
A roym functirai, which I * ve heard 

it said 
Surpassed all previous efforts, dish 

for dish; 
Confections rare, and fruit, flesh, 
fowl and fish, 
1th lavish hand were spread upon the board, 
lile from tall jars the choicest wines were 

poured; 
d old and crusty, blood-red wine was then 
ansfused from skins of goats to skins of 

men; 
d full as goat skins many were that night — 
"om whidi, perhaps, arose the saying, trite). 
Enchanting music filled the spacious room, 
d garlands rare diffused their sweet perfume, 
brave adventure, minstrels sung, so sweet; 
ir girls in danse de ventre did compete. 
And now, when everything was apropos, 
d all were merry, mellow, and so, so, 
was then that Pelias prcnxised to tell 
ale of olden time, and what befell 
le children of the noble Nephele, 
rizus, her son, and daughter fair, I^Ue; 
w they, unfustly, were condemned t 
« ire of Queen Ino to gratify. 




Methlnks the time has come some Mlnyan 

bold 
Should from this minion take the Fleece of 

Gold. 
I would that I were young enough to go, 
'Twould bring such credit on your reign, 

you know; 
^ such a quest the question's one of age. 
And I 'm too old in such things to engage. 
This expedition must be made by sea, 
i water never did agree with me. 

*RE young and brave and 
strong and handsome, 
too, 
id scores of demigods would 

go with you, 
I share your gloriiMs deeds 

and lasting fame; 
le world would ring with 
praises of your name, 
stay at home, and raise the revenue 
pay off all the debts of state, for you; 
3 1^ a quiet, humdrum, rusty life, 
lile you 're abroad engaged in stirring strife." 
Now JasMi, flushed with wine and flat- 
tery ,too, 
IS eager for the quest. Right well he knew 
e object of the story was to pull 
r his own eyes, forsooth, this golden wo(^ ; 
lOpes that going for wool he 'd come home 

shorn, 
knew to be the wish, of Pelias, bom. 
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icse were rimmed with gold 

some carats fine, 
h brightly in the morning sun 

did shine, 
fhe good sh^ to her anchor 

riding free, 
j;racehd as a swan upcm the 
sea, 
Was finished now, and fully found, I ween. 
The most complete equipment ever seen : 
Two banks c^ oars, a tiller stout and long, 
A huge square sail with sheets and braces 

strong; 
The spacious hold and lockers all were stored 
With food and wine; the best was put aboard. 
And nothing now was lacking but the crew; 
And but one thing remained Ktr him to do. 
So Jason named her Argo, which was quite 
An honor to Argus, the great shipwr^ht; 
A cup of Thracian wine poured on her prow, 
Her sponsor, Juno, and godmother, now. 

Next day there came a score erf men to ^SST^ 
town. 
Brave heroes they,and men of great renown; 
And they were followed, day by day, until 
Full sixty god-like warriors did fill 
The shipping list; all men of daring, too; 
All eagsr for the quest — a noble crew. 
From lar and near these warriors came in 

haste; 
To answer Jason's call, no time did waste. 
And all were famous dem^ods, you see, 
The very flower of Grecian chivalry. 




(7HEN came the prophet Idmon, 
, though he Imew 

He'd lose his Ufe^ as well as Ti- 
phys, too. 

Diana sent her best loved^ chosen friend; 
In answer to the summons, did commend 
Fair Atalanta, swiftest runner, too. 
And only woman in the Argo's crew; 
But she could hold her own in fight or chase, 
I With any nun; she was not commonplace; 
Perhaps new woman you would call her now. 
If you knew woman, that I might allow; 
But ^ our day, I think you wm admit 
IVbss Atalanta would be called misfit. 

Oileus, the red-haired Locrian king. 
Next came to town, well armed with every- 

thii^. 
Then Iphiclus, the cow-boy, who, we Tl own. 
Drank iron rust to give him nerve and tone. 
Admetus, king of Pherae, got the word; 
Whose herd ApoQo tended once, we've heard. 
Two sons of Mercury, who'd left their farms. 
In Jason's cause resolved to take up arms — 
Echicm and his brother, Eurytus. 

Then came the unsezed woman, Cxneus, 
Whom Neptune changed, we read, from 

woman, fair- 
To man, with all her rights and some to 

spare. 
Then came another prophet, Mopsus; he 
Was also skilled in omttholc^y. 

^thalides was herald <A the crew 
(Echion was another herald, too) ; 



! Herctiles there came his trusty 
squire^ 

e (air and faithful Hylas, whose 
fond sire, 

eodamas, had given him leave 
to go, 

bear the giant^s arrows and 
his bow; 
No braver lad in Greece than Hylas, Esq^ 
Not only iuave, but fair and picturesque. 
Two heroes, world-rcnowned from east 

to west, 
zt morning early came to join the quest, 
th Gistor and h^ brother, Pollux; they 
ere twins, and sons of Leda, and they say, 
vani that Jove himself was e'en their sire, 
id on these cygnets set his signet, fire; 
Gonini, th^ still are known; bi fine, 
»)nstellation bright they nightly shine; 
id Pollux was thie champion pugilist, 
I man could stand before his a\^ul f ist ; 
1 Corbett, Sharkey or the long-armed ritz, 
ould be no more to him than three tomtits. 
Ld Castor was the champion charioteer, 
ell known on Grecian turf; the chanticleer — 
ck of the walk— in all athletic sports; 
ok all the prizes in games of all sorts. 
Then Lynceus and Idas I must name, 
vo brothers who from fair Messene came; 
nceus was tlie lookout of the ship, 
id nothing his observant gaze could sHipi 
earth, or waters underneath, could be 
I thii^ too small for Lynceus to see. 




And I am vcrv sorry — inig:ht say vcKd— 
That but an X was (or sudi names annexed ; 
For doubtless they were btave and gallant 



And may have iou%ht and bled and died ; but 

then— 
Were, lacking friends with puU and dnch at 

court. 
Not named in the oEfidal report. 
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That nigh^ was spread upon the koard» a 

£east; 
i all the heroes from the first to least, 
i Kuests c^ honor, men of high renown, 
1 dignitaries of the far-famed town, 
re all assembled 'round the festive board, 
i held h^h wassail; all with one accord, 
celebrate with joy the great event, 
i give a glorious send-rff — wise intent — 
sSty godlike heroes, who were bound 
fleece that Golden Fleece wherever found, 
i bring it back to Thessaly, a full 
*d wi^ and warranted to be all w( 
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As he emerged and mounted in the sky. 
It seemed as though he winked his other eye; 
TTie reason^ though, is very plain to me, 
*Twas water in ms eye from out the sea; 
At boozy men he'd scarcely deign to wink, 
st come out the drink, 
morning, on the sun- 
, curving strand 
PagasEe, the harbor 
y, did stand 
populace of lolchos, 
view 
proud ship Argo and her famous crew. 
It bravely rode the gay and gallant ship, 
tugged the twisted cable she would sup, 
'. spread her wings to catch the western 

breeze, 
1 sail away to lands beyond the seas. 
^n altar then was built upon the shore, 
(tones and shingle from the beach; and 

o'er 
[ were placed the olive logs, well dried; 
lazing brand c^ fir was tlun applied. 

steers were slaughtered for the sacrifice 
Neptune or ApoUo; I'm not wise 

ugh to say to which of these two gods 
: mfering was made, but by all odds 
as the greatest barbecue, I've heard, 
it ever in Thessalian land occurred. 
Hie king was there and cast the barley 
meal, 

1 Jason poured libations, pure, to seal 
: compact he and all the others made, 



Or rather, rowedt the galley toward the east; 

Their bank account was good, to say the least. 

~ "E helm wasjgivcn to Tiphys, 

who couldsteer 

3y day or night, in weather 

foul or clear; 
Phe tiller ropes were his, 

with one accord, 
Jntil her ropes and spars 
went by the board. 
And Lynceus, the lookout, then was named; 
periscopic vision he was famed; 
lookout all the others looked to htm, 
see that safely rode their vessel trim. 
Then Jason was elected Captain bold, 
I all the rest were mates, so I've been told; 
ry could not go before the mast, you '11 find, 
that was near the middle; so behind 
; mast wie-half the crew were thus com- 
pelled 
sit, as they the gallant bark propelled, 
h fifty oars through fifty holes, was she, 
wholly holy terror of the sea. 
^nd now the cables were drawn in and 

coiled; 
: anchor raised and fished; the crew all 

toiled 
etting under way; then to his oar 
ti warrior went, uid looklt^ toward the 

shore, 
e three loud cheers in old vociferous 

Greek, 
went the Grecian banner to the peak. 
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ND Jason, standby in the stem, 

a-lee. 
Then poured a cup of mead upon 

the sea; 
And fishes followed in the gal- 
ley's wafce» 
Great tunnies, dolphins, muHet, 

cod and hake, 
Enchanted by the lyre of Oi^ 
pheus — 
ligiit have been the mead, ft seems to us — 
t lyres and fishes, ever since that day, 
i strangely coupled, but this way— 
e liars follow fmies — lie in wait, 
d then, when caught, again they lie in 

weight. 
Thus Argo left her moorings in the bay, 
d cleft the sun-kissed waves, as on her way 
i dashed tlie spray on either side the prow, 
d proudly glioed o'er the sea; and now 
e Ai^pnauts, respcmsive to the skill 
heln^man Tiphys, labored with a will, 
d turned the harbor headland with a dash, 
at seemed to those on shore to be a flash 
vivid lightning, as the morning sun 
bumi^ed suelds and weapons brightly 

sliMie; 
e glare from h^hly polished hdmet scales, 
d gilded f^urehead and gilded wales, 
lected by Uie rays of bright sunlight, 
med like a metecn* as she passed from s^ht 
The folk on shore then slowly took their 
way 



SAnd slashed his father, Uranos, whose blood 
Dropped in the sea, and from the salty flood 
Arose fair Venus, bom of Wood which fell 
Upon the ocean wave; so blood will tell. 
And Saturn was the famous sire, 'tis said. 
Of Centaur Chiron, blooded thoroughbred. 

Ij £ also sang of Bacchus, who, 
P he told, 
' » Was captured by Tyrscnian 

I it p irates bold; 

M^ k Was bound with cords and 

/ taken on their ship; 
But from his godlike limbs the cords did slip; 
And vines of grape and ivy climbed the mast — 
The captain wild with rage, the men aghast — 
yjl^\f And grapes and berries hung in clusters fair 
tn shrouds and stays and spars and every- 
where; 
[ Bacchus, turning to a lion, then, 
oured the captain; and the men, 
h terror filled pluneed headlong in the sea, 
[ there were turned to dolphins, all agree. 
ly doubt this story told the crew, 
■ dolphins still exist to prove it true, 
oint of fact, these fish that very day, 
rmed by the lyre of Orpheus and h^ lay, 
« to the Argo swam, with crested laws, 
[ flapped thdr tails in token of applause. 
Now past the Pelian cliffs the Am) sped, 
: Sepian headland now in s^ht, ahead: 
s was the place where Thetis, by her 

wish, 
change herself into a cuttle-fish, 




And looking shoreward, were surprised to see 

A band of warlike female soldiery. 

Well armed, and with their fighting harness 

on. 
Each woman seemed a mighty Amazon; 
They clashed their swords and shields with 

warlike will. 
But wcMnan*s usual weapon — tongue — was 

stiU; 
And at their head Hynsipyle, their queen, 
'^' od gazing, proud defiance in her mien. 
Then Jason sent ^thalides, for he 
is herald of the ship's good company^ 
I ask what meant this warlike, fierce array, 
hen he was just about to sail away; 

> tell, moreover. Queen Hypsipyle 
le object of his nUssion o'er the sea. 

fijER fears removed, the queen 
then did implore 
That Jason and his crew 

would come ashore 
And be her guests, with all 

that did imply; 
He guessed they would be 
ha.ppy to comply. 
z sent a formal invitation then 
I Jason and his crew of gallant men^ 

> meet the ladies of her court at tea, 

d skned her maiden name: R. S. V, P. 
iSmalides returned and made report; 
le heroes voted to remain in port; 
zep^ was the invitation, too, 
every warrior of the Argo's crew. 




fHiey had a lovely time^ as each one sai4 
For never in that Isle was such a spread; 
The choicest viands, wines and mead were 
tiiere; 
While song; and speech and story filled the 

air; 
A feast dF reason, surely, for the queen 
Had reascm for the feast, as may be seen; 
And then the flow c^ soul, or overfbw, 
I Was most enjoyed, perhaps, as you may know 

^HE queen, dissembling, then 
I with cunning; speech^ 
j) Said: "You, perhaps, have 
7 wondered at this breach 
\ Of etiquette, in asking you to 
^ tea, 
h only wives and maidens, as you see; 
laps you *vc wondered, also, at the dearth 
nen and boys in this fair spot of earth, 
nv then that they, the lords of Lemnos 

isle, 
leave their wives and daughters for a while* 
\ to the mainland txvt and all repair, 
ired by charms of pretty maidens there; 
[ personae non graiae we are now^ 
erted and neglected, you'll allow. 
But now for woman's rights we all de- 
clare; 
Ve banished all the males, 'tis only fair 
I tiehtj in other words, weVe cut them, 

(tea^ 
I we strcxig-minded women rule instead. 




HE heroest much ashamed at this 

reproof 
Resolved to leave at once the 

Toyai. roof; 
67 Jason led, they bid a fond 

farewell 
To queen, and ladies c^ the court, 
J as welL 
I In solid phalanx then they fonned mce more, 
I And marched with heavy footsteps to the 
shore; 
eir spears and shields adorned with flowers 

rare, 
i other tokens from the Lemnian fair, 
10 weepii^ sadly, said, with tearful voice : 
;;ain we're widows lone, but not from 

choice.** 
Tlien all the heroes went aboard the sliip; 
e cable from the stem did Argus slip 
m round a rock; and then the Argo's crew 
ire up the anchor stcxie, and fished it, too; 
en took their places at the oars, and soon 
Te swiftly rowing to a measured tune : 
he Girl I Left B^iind Me," done in Greek, 
ode they owed to Lemnos, so to speak. 
That day they reached the island Samo- 

thrace; 
ere was a sacred temple in this place; 
d secret rites were practiced by the crew, 
lich right or wrwig, I can't reveal to you. 
ey left next day and seemed a trifle tired, 
ough what the reason was, I've not in- 
quired; 




ix;? 



E an the crew at Lemnos 
/ere away^ 

r Atalanta watched the fishes 
ilay 

3ut the ship. One day a bit 
I brass 

(overboard; a great fish made 

pass 

And seized it ere it sunk — a happy thought: 

Then Atalanta took an armor scale, 

* me end drilled a hole with sharpened nail; 

h constant rubbing made it shine quite 

bright, 
m fixed it Just above the hook, ar^ht; 
! line passed through the little hole, you see, 
i round the hook H whirled quhe merrily. 
And this the lure evolved from woman's 

mind, 
i first revolving fish-bait of its kind; 
i thus you see — you 11 not forget it soon— 
roman did invent the trolling spoon. 
i proof is this: that I, myself, one day — ■ 
ir where Leander swam across the bay — 
ced up a sea-worn, spoon-shaped scale of 

brass, 
h letter "A" scratched on one side; alasl 
>T Atalanta lost it all too soon; 
> loss, my gain, for now this souvenir spoon, 
1 well preserved, may still be gazed upon, 
3ugh one thing still it lacks—the hole is 

gone; 
: I^er alpha 's there, graved on the bowl; 
act, there's nothing missii^ but ihe hole. 



To eivc good cheer and welcome to the crew; 
Ana this the generous king proposed to do; 
In fact, he gave the best^ sp^^no expense. 
To please his famous guests, in every sense. 
Recepticms, dinner parties, breakfasts rare. 
Were also given by the ladies fair 
Of Dolionian society. 
To Jason and the Grecian chivalrjr; 
For at the banquet in the royal haU, 
The object of the quest was told to alL 

EXT morning Jas<m,T^ys 
and a score 
Of Argcmauts, went inland 

to explore. 
And cumb the mountain 
Dindymus, to see 
ir voyage led them o'er the sea. 
; earth-bom giants then from Arctos hill, 
h rocks the seaward channel tried to fill, 
I pen the Argo, like a rat, inside, 
|sport of wind and wave and evciy tide. 
liien Hercules, who had remained behind, 
'. sport exactly suited to his mind; 
I with his mighty arm and bended bow, 
h every arrow laid a giant low; 
arrows gone he took his brazen club; 
: others joined him, in the fierce hubbub, 
h sword and spear, and soon they won 
the day, 

[ every six-armed man had passed away, 
sad of passing rocks to impede ships, 
■pt them busy passing in uieir chips. 



i DoUones woke with dread 
and fright, 

hnd in the darkness of the horrid 
night, 

'ut on their f^hting hamess» 
seized their arms, 
'ushed out to know the cause 
of these alarms; 
And seeing men about a fire br^ht. 
And arms and armor flashing in its light, 
ought that their foes had come with fiie to 

bum 
i sack their city. Then each man in turn 
fly his arrow ; then with shield and spear, 
ihed all together, without thought of fear, 
Ml the Argianauts, who much surprised— 
t knowing they were friends they highly 

prized — 
/e blow for blow; and fierce the battle 

raged, 
til ttie Arapnauts became enraged 
d drove the DoUones back to town; 
d sad to say, a score of men went down 
ore their spears. At last, at break of day, 
raz discovered then to their dismay 
at they had fought their friends. 'Ine sad- 
dest thii^: — 
long the dead was Cyzicus, the king. 
TiKn Jason woke; his mind was much 

relieved 
find it all a dream, which, he believed, 
d really happened ; and the storm now oV, 
e Argo saued along the peaceful shore. 



^ilC5 




With leather loops tied on the rod and tip. 
Through which, as guides, the fishing line 
would slip. 

H two round shields, and 
spindles in between, 
e made an object none 
had ever seen; 
he central shaft extended 
! through a hole 

I tt (^ his b^ fishing pole; 

With handle near the edge of outer rim, 
xly turned; he said It suited him. 
rhe signal halyards for a line he took; 
I from a rod of brass he made a hook. 
ii fishing tackle none had ever seen; 
: rod and reel were something new I ween ; 
I very first that ever had be^ known, 
[ Hercules invented both, well own. 
[ then he took a strip of lion's pelt, 
le silken bits from Atalanta's belt, 
iume from Jason's helmet, who was nigh ; 
h these he tied an artificial fly. 
rhen Hercules addressed the crew and 

said: 
lir Atalanta as high-hook's ahead; 
beat us all a-fishing with her spoon, 
I expect to take her laurels soon, 
thought about this thing from day to day, 
I when I broke my oar, I saw my way. 
Dne day, while idly looking on the sea, 
iv some big fish feeding, on the lee; 
:hool of sprats was floating with the tide, 
them the fish were feeding, side by side ; 




And back and forth he went, and to and ht>, 
The heavy rod was bending like a bow; 
And up and down he leaped, this way and 

that. 
Sometimes 't was hard to tell where he was 

''atj" 
And like a buzz-saw whirled the curious reel; 
^ But Hercules, with sinews strong as steel, 
' On bended rod did play the fish with skill; 
Some bet he would, some bet he would not, kill. 
Twice underneath the ship the huge fish 

went, 
t Hercules, this trick did circumvent^ 
passing rod and line around the stem; 
len off upon another tack did ttun 
is monstrous fish. And now two hours 

had passed; 
eemed as though the fight all day would 

last; 
U, by a lucky chance came driving by, 
1 Neptune, with his sea-horse team so spry, 
tounded was the famous old sea-king, 
d stopped to see the outcome of this thii^. 
Hi much admired the queer, new-fangled 

way, 
th rod and reel a monstrous fish to play, 
watched the rushing, leaping, diving fish; 
heard the rattle of the reel, and swish 
tautened line, that through the water cut ; 
d saw the angler give the fish the butt 
underneath ms car the fish did plunge, 
, with his trident, gave a sharp, quick 
lunge. 




And eaffed the fish; then held it up aloft; 
The lieroes cheered, and all their helmets 

doHed; 
And praised both Hercules and Neptune, 

too;— 
Who threw the fish on deck, and said: 

"Adicur 

^ND now a fair wind spring- 
y ing up, fust then, 
I They hoisted sail; got under 
f way again. 
& Toward evening, Tipiiys, 
saw a land he knew — 

The KEysian land, well-watered, fertile, too. 

They beached the Argo on the sandy shore, 

And near the river Qos, with good store 

Of fish and game; wim pleasant groves of 
trees; 

A camping spot that could not fail to please. 

Around the fire of olive logs that n^ht. 

They told of deeds of prowess, sport and fight. 
Next morning, Hercules, set out to find 

A tree exactly suited to his mind, 

From which to make an oar both stout and 
long; 

An oar expressly made for one so strcn^. 

The others filled afresh the water jars ; 

Repaired the rig^g, too, like eood Jack-4ars; 

And some went fismng, with me usual brag. 

Still others went to hunt the lordly stag ; 

And one and all, each in his chosen way, 

Resolved to spend a happy, pleasant day. 



z stood before the sleepit^ 
youth, entranced; 
"ne moonbeams thro' his golden 
rii^^lets danced. 

Fpon the mossy bank she then 
reclined, 

nd gazing on the sleepily youth, 
her mind 
Was filled with love and admiratirai true ; 
A youth so (air and comely, godlike, tocv 
"' B ne'er had seen before. She heaved a sigh, 
d crooned a soft and tuneful lullaby: 
"O come, and be my love beneath the 

waves, 
d dwell with me in mossy, coral caves ; 
01^ be my love, (air youth, we 11 never part ; 
u'U reign forever in mv (ond, true heart." 
Then raising Hylas, sleeping, in her arms, 
e paused awhile to gaze upon his charms; 
len stole along the raedv, sedgy bank, 
id with her burden in tne deep pool sank, 
or Hylas never would be seen again; 
■■ doubtless died with water on th« brain. 
) be exact, his (riend Asclepius, 
3uld diagnose it hydrocephalus. 
Next mom they searched the woods (or 

miles around, 
t gentle Hylas never more was (ound. 
len Hercules, and Polyphemus, toOt 
£rcome with grief, resolved to leave the 

crew, 
id stay behind to search both far and near, 
I find scnne trace of Hylas, bved so dear. 



Then with sad hearts the others went 

I aboard; 

^ To lose three comrades they could ill afford ; 

But Jason said^ and so did all the rest^ 

' Whate'er the fates decreed, that were tiie best. 

A bright effulgent light then shone around^ 

J And from the waves arose a fearful sound ; 

■^ _ Thenfromthe sea oldGIaucus raised his head, 

e*^ ^ And to the wondering crew the sea-god said : 
'O, Jason, and ye neroes of his quest, 
Es true, indeed, that what's decreed is best; 
eve not for Hercules, nor Hylas, fair, 
r Polyphemus; for the gods declare 
at Hercules to Argos must return, 
I twelve great labors to perform, to earn 
Ife among the deathless gods,- ye see ; 
d Polyphemus, *t is decl^«d that he 
(St found a city where you camped last 

night, 
d everything that's happened is just right; 
f Hylas now*s a very nappy spouse, 
d with his bvely wife is keepir^ hoiuse; 
ey keep a famous ocean swell resort, 
d Hyl^ now's a {amed aquatic sport 
bid farewell to every vain r^^ ; 
uVegotenot^h to think abcwt, you bet 1** 




ARGUMENT. 

They reach Bithynia. Amycus, king of the Be- 
bryces^ having challenged any of them to box with him^ 
is slain by Polydeuces^ and in the subsequent fight many 
of the Bebryces falL At Salmydessa in Thrace they 
find blind Phineus^ whom the sons of Boreas relieve iroai 
the attacks of the Harpies* In return he tells them of 
their voyage* Hence they come to the Symplegades^ 
andt after escaping through them^ are received by 
Lycus^ king of the Mariandyni* Idmon and Tiphys die 
there* They meet with strange adventures among the 
Chalybest Tibareni^ and MossynoecL Coming to an 
island infested by ^^the birds of Ares^^ they pick up the 
shipwrecked sons of Qialciope^ who henceforth serve 
them as guides to G)Ichis. — (Adapted from the Scho- 
tiastsJ) 
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This is my law, and sec yc fafl mc not; 
Trot out your man ; this favor I've allowed. 
Or sii^Ie-handed I '11 clean out the crowd.'' 

us a res^ good kfaig,*' then 

ason sai4 

ir I will be compelled to 

lunch your head, 
'ou're talking thro' your 
I .lelmel, Amycus;" 

" i PoUux, champiwi boxer, "one of us 
(Id give you cards and spades, casino, too» 
i knock you out; an easy thing to do." 
bad man from Bebryda, is this king," 
i Erginus, **I11 wager anything 
at he does all his fighting thro' the press." 
he press of circumstances, I should guess," 
oined Tiphys, **and the proper thing 
tuld be to grant his pressing suit, this 

king." 
11 r^ht," said PoUui, "that suits me, you 

laiowt 
J at his royal nibs III have a go." 
And Amycus then smiled with inward joy, 
think how quick he 'd pulverize this boy. 
en Jason marked a ring upon the sand; 
d at one side the Argonauts did stand, 
d at tlie other side stood Amycus 
d all his crowd, quite eager for a muss. 
en PoUuz laid aside his robe and cloak, 
d to his brother, dstor, then he spoke: 
**You11 be my second, dstor, in thi 

fight; 



4 Jason gave the word» the 
•uriy king 

ihed like a goaded bull around 
he ring, 

1 long arms strikh^ out on 
very side, 
force the f^hting now he 
vainly tried; 
V^tH But Polluzt wary, warded every blow; 
l\^I' » wished to leam the method of his foe. 

i first round done, and not a blow was 

struck; 
■ king disgusted with his sorry luck, 
1 great b^ds dr^iping from his face, he 

cried: 
this a fight or foot-race; whoTl decide?** 
•;uess it is,*' said Pollux, lauphing hard, 
seems you *re good at neither, old blow- 
hard.** 
Then Jason gave the word again and 

smiled; 
said: **0,king,be gentle with the child.** 
91 Pollux quickly with his left let fly, 
1 landed squarely on the king*s r^ht eye. 
rst blow for Pollux I" said the umpire; 

then 
: seconds rubbed, and then, refreshed the 

men. 
Then, at the word, both came t^ to the 

scratch; 
ow looked like a genuine slugvii^ match, 
blow for blow resounded thro the i 
he king is groggy I ** Jason did dec 



Fix whom the gods destroy they first make 

mad. 
He took a puU at the ampuUa, and. 
Of course, he came up smilitw; to his stand. 
Poor Amycus was in a dreamul plight, 
Tho' still e^xcting he would win me %ht; 
He never had been vanquished, heretofore; 
But then he'd never met his match before. 

HE stas^:ered to the center of the 
(I rfag* 

N His mde-bound fists before his 
J face did briiw;, 
h And worked them back and 
y forth in bruiser style, 
id roared and cursed and fretted all the 

while, 
had a poultice on tiis battered eye, 
t loud and boastful was fiis proud defy; 
compress on his broken, bloody nose, 
t every inch a king, and bold nis pose. 
He rushed at Pollux, striking fast and 

hard; 
t Pollux, ever watchful, kept his guard; 
K>d fast and firm — he knew 1& tactics 

now — 
Fair exchange of blows he did allow; 
ch fearful blows, as they each otlier 

knock, 
nade them quake itom head to heels — the 

shock. 
id Amycus gave PcJlui many thwacks, 
id Pollux gave the king as many whaclcs. 



And cut and slashed, and dirust and pierced, 

and bored; 
Ancseus with his battle-axe did (hop. 
And cut and carve, and from their bodies lop 
Their heads and limbs; he kiUed, I think, a 

score; 
The rest, they killed as manr, maybe more. 
And wotjd have killed them all, perhaps, if they 
Had not concluded then to run away. 

E Argonauts did celeln^te 
that night, 
rhe happy endii^ of this 
unsought fight; 
ind to Apollo offered sac- 
rifice; 
ere all the honor and the glory lies, 
d Orpheus extemporized aad sttng 
ode to Pollux, and his praises rung; 
d with an olive wreath the hero crowned; 
en all with wine and sraig the troubles 

drowned. 
Next mom the quiet day broke bright and 

fair; 
e swallows circled high up in the air; 
e sea-gulls in their swift erratic flight, 
mmed o'er the water blue, on pinions 

white; 
e shore-birds p^ied and twittered on the 

sand; 
d peace and quiet re^ed o'er sea and land, 
e dead men lying on the blood-r*-' — ■* 
shore. 



LITTLE learning is a dangerous 

thing. 
But too much knowlec^ ruined 

this Thradan king ; 
He grew so wise he thought to 

rfval Jove» 
Who struck t^ blind; andHar- 
I pies with him strove 
At every meal, and snatched his food away; 
No mo^e! did Uiey suffer any day 

pass his lipst until the food they'd spoiled 
ui putrid, reeking odors; thus they foiled 
e poor b^d king, who gladly would have 

died; 
t he was doomed to live, all joy denied. 
Now Zetes and Gdais of the crew, 
d sons of Boreas, the north wind, toc^ 
:rc blood relations of this prophet kinif, 
d they, it was decreed, should succor &ing 
this poor, feeble, persecuted man, 
10 Icng had suffered sore from Jove's dread 

ban. 
Now Phineus a banquet did prepare, 
x}stly, sumptuous, reowrche affair, 
honor Jason and the heroes all, 
d bade them welcome to the royal hall; 
r though a poor , afflicted monarch, he 
IS rich in worlctty e;ood5, as misery. 
And seated rouncTthe festive board, that 

night, 
called each hero by his name, arq^ht ; 
*, by his divinaticm, well he knew 
le object of the Ai^, and her crew. 



O when the king the quail put on 
hisplate» 
The Harpies came, afraid they *d 

be too (ate; 
They came with shrieks, flew 

thro' the open door. 
And snatched his food away, 
and hovered o'er 
^^l/H On long; black wings, with wonen's faces 

He frcm their necks streamed manes of 

ktfig black hair ; 
r&d of fing^^ k»^ black talons grew, 
'. o'er the king th^ grewsome creatures 

flew; 
[ such a putrid stench filled all the air, 
'as more than human flesh and blood 

could bear. 
The brothers, Zetes and Calais, drew 
ir swords, and on their wing'd heels 

swiftly flew, 
i chased the Harpies, shrieking, from the 

haU; 
y ne'er appeared again; but that's ncA 

all; 
: food was then examined, then found 

out— 
ras all Umburger cheese and sauerkraut. 
^nd now, next mom, good Phineus, the 

idng, 
e presents to the crew of everythii^ 
help them on tiieir way, and plea 

eye; 



liNrt'*' 



And throi^h this dark and dreadful rocky 

gorge 
The gallaiit Argo stra^ht ahead did iotgc; 
O'er whirlpools black, and hissing currents 

through. 
She forged ahead, uif:ed by her willing crew. 

if heard the clash, and f dt 
he fearful shocks, 
latcame resoun<^i% from 
he floating rocks, 
ten soon they saw those 
Jreadful shapes arise 
m out the sea, and tower toward the skies ; 
:y floated back against the cliffs, and then 
hed toward the center, where they met 

aeain. 
double-acting trap it was, in fine, 
1 bound to work, a-comin' iv a-gwine.) 
The heroes were appalled, dismayed; the 

sight 
ick terror to their hearts, and well it might 
«med a hopeless task to persevere, 
;y never could go throi^h; that was most 

clear. 
sn Jason's voice was heard above the din: 
[y heroes brave, this game we're bound 

to wini 
i dove that PhJneus, the king, gave me, 
1 surely guide us to the Eu^ne Sea; 
le in safety past the rocks doth fly, 
m we may safely pass the dashers by; 
gv Lynceus, who has such famous sight. 



M^Iid <lashing and the splashing: of the waves. 
The roaiing: and the booming of the caves, 
*JAid crashli^ and the dashing of the rocks. 
The bufietii^ and blows and heavy shocks — 
Still faster sped the Argo, like a £mh — 
The dashers now were closing with a crash. 

MIGHTY, arching wave, 

the Anptossed, 
And checked her speed; then 

all, indeed, seemed IcstI 

But Juno, ever faithful, with 

one hand 

d back the rock; and Jason gave command 

row for life, and all they held most dearl 

en Juno wiui her r^ht hand pushed her 

clear! 
E rocks then closed behind the gallant ship, 
] htxn her high^eaked stem a piece did c%. 
Behind them closed the rocks for evermore, 
' so it was decreed long time before, 
at should a ship and crew pass safely 

through, 
B rock they should become. Instead of two; 
d firmly bound and rooted to the shore, 
d leave an open passage evermcn^ 
The tired crew with willing hands then 

spread 
e Icffty sail; the Argo rushed ahead 
ore a timely breeze both fresh and free, 
ng the border of the Euzine Sea. 
e river Rhebas, rock G>lone, and 
e river Phyllis, with its bar of sand. 



Were swiftly passed; the wind sUU fresh and 

fair. 
And day and night they sailed* nor thought 

of care; 
Till Just at twi^ht on the third day out. 
The helmsman Tiphys put the ship about. 
And anchored in the Ice of Thynian isle; 
R^ht elad the crew to go ashore, awhile. 
While seated round toe camp-fire, burning 
bright, 
'^^ere came a sudden flash and greater 
light; 
e god Apollo quickly passed them by, 
fast he sped between the earth and sky. 
e Argaiauts were terror-stricken, quite, 
j bowed their heads till he was out oi sight ; 
i then a sacrifice they did prepare* 
i hymns to Phoebus rose upon the air; 
i Orpheus performed a soi^ and dance, 
lonor of the lucky circumstance. 
With weather fair* and favoring gales 

next day, 
Un they started on their watery way; 
1 soon they passed the stream Sangarius, 
i Lycus, and the lake Anthemous; 
] ail that night the wind blew half a 

galej 
sy still pursued their way with shortened 

sail; 
i in the morning anchored just behind 
£ Acherusian headland, ana did find 
larbor safe and pleasant, in the lee 
:his bold headland of the Euzine Sea. 




ND here the Mariandynl did 

dwell, 
, And good and wise Ising Lycus 

ruira than well; 
And he a welcome warm to 
Jason gave, 
s And all the Argonauts, the he- 
J roes brave, 
I Who fought and whipt the cruel Bebryces, 
Who Ion? had been his dreaded enemies. 

And Lycus gave to Pollux presents rare, 
A golden badge and champion belt to wear, 
For knoddne out and killing Amycus, 
The double-fisted bruiser — hateful cuss I 
And Pollux said to Jason: "Don*t you see? 
King Lycus seems to like us — you and me." 
But, Lycus ^ve to each and every one. 
Some token for the battle they had won; 
And Atalanta, fair, was not ignored, 
She got a jeweled cup, also a sword; 
Her lieart was full, so full she could not 

speak, 
So Atalanta kissed his royal cheek. 

For many days the heroes lingered here, 
Th^ guests of Lycus, and his princely cheer. 
i nobles of the court, a noble clan, 
i Mariandyni, and Mary Ann — 
some suoi name — King Lycus' noble 

spouse, 
entertain and keep an c^ien house, 
I strive to please; in fact they cUd their 

best, 
lonop iA ttie hooes and their quest. 




Were folded close, and tkd with leathern 
string* 

1HE ereat event of that eventful 
Was radt^ on the water d 
the bay; 
But only two fai this race could 
compete — 
Eufdiemus and At'lanta; who so fleet, 
Ttut they could run dry shod upon the sea, 
* 1 run they did that day, as all ag:ree. 
sy started from the ship and ran ashore, 
>ut two hundred yards, or little more; 
ihemus won the race, was first to land; 
£ boy more buoyant was, you understand; 
anta would have won In ten yards more, 
: touched his shoulder as he touched the 

shoKt 
Now this account some may think over- 
drawn, 
run «i water as upon a lawn; 
make it plain and leasible, I hope: 
sandals they had cakes c^ ivary soap, 
lidh could not sink; and these their bodies 

bore — 
with the soap they washed themselves 

ashore. 
The heralds then announced that cm next 

day 
: Argo and her crew would sail away; 
it on the f ollowii^ mom tiKre would take 

place 
lovel and peculiar chariot race ; 



He would have sailed that very day, alas I 
Gxtid he have known the thit^ that came to 
pass. 

E hunt had proved a great 
success for aX 
^d many were the trophies, 

great and small. 
tetumii^ toward the town in 
joyous mood, 
fierce and wounded boar rushed from a 

wood, 
d with ms cruel tusks he ripped and tore 
e seer Idmon, who was wounded sore; 
en Peleus ran up and with his spear 
pierced the boar ; and Idas being near, 
m his great battle axe he cleft its head; 
is done, they found their comrade Idmon, 

dead I 
)r Idmon, who his own death had foretold, 
ills great quest to seize the Fleece of Gold. 
They bore the lifeless hero to the town, 
d manly tears they shed, their grief to 

drown. 
d then upon the heels of this great woe 
ere came a greater one, could that be so; 
e helmsman Tiphys, Utten by a snake, 
Ls also dead — enough their hearts to break, 
ey buried their loved comrades by the sea, 
d mourned for days with heartfelt agony. 
They sailed away at last, with many 

fears, 
d Lycus sped his partii^ guests witl 



The Erythinian Mia, Crobialus, 
And Croinne^ and the wooded Cytorus 
Were passed; Carambis then was left astern; 
They sailed ^ain all day and night, in turn. 

gNON they reached the river 
Halys, where 
They anchored for a day cm- 
two, and there 
I They filled their jars with water, 
, fresh and sweet; 
The sons of Deimachus here 
they meet — 
ie<ni and Phlc^us, also 
ve Autolyctis, all of whom we know 
1 fought, with Hercules, the Amazons ; 
i all were eager, these three noble scms, 
join the quest, with Jason, for the Fleece, 
for the glory and renown of Greece; 
sy signed the n^ and then embarked that 

dav, 
i wttn the heroes gladly sailed away. 
While sailing on, wen rose a heavy gale; 
ey laid the Argo to, and furled the sail; 
ai manned the oars and labored with the 

sea, 
de for the land, a harbor and a lee. 
t headland cA the Amazons in s^ht, 
sy doubled to their oars and rowed with 

m^ht; 
i headland then they weathered, and at 

last 
£y safely in the sheltered harbor pas 



And pierced the shoulder^ barely missed the 

Of brave Oileus, who dnmped his oar; 
Eribotes plucked out the shaft* all gore; 
Then with his baldric bound the bleedii^ 

wound. 
The curious feathered shaft was passed 

around* 
And viewed with wcHider by the Argo'scrcw. 
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i UST then another bird ap- 
peared and flew 
Above the mast* and shot a 

feathered dart* 
Which hissing thro' the air 

caused all to start* 
Save Qytius* who with his 
well-strung bow, 
I cm the wing* soon laid the huge bird low. 
Then rose Amphidamas* and from his 

place* 
land the way* this danger new, to face: 
he isle of Ares* I have heard*" he said* 
guarded well by these huge birds* so 

dread, 
en Hercules with arrows could not drive 
• birds Stymphalid* then did he contrive 
)ther plan* which drove the birds away; 
1 this the plan we must adopt to-day. 
'* That plan is now to raise a m^hty din, 
clashing sword and buckler; this will win, 
en Hercules his brazen armor shoo 
h dreadful din* the frightened Urds f 
.99. 



ci> ; 



1 



ARGUMENT. 

Hera and Athena persuade Aphrodite to send Eros 
to Medea« Meantime Jason comes to ^etes^ king of 
G)lchis^ and begs the Fleece; but the king was exceed- 
ing wroth^ and set him great labors to perform^ namely^ 
to yoke two fire-breathing buUs^ and sow the dragon^s 
teeth upon Ares^ acre^ and then to slay the earth-bom 
giants who should rise oV the Iea« 

But Medea is in love with Jason^ and gives him 
drugs to tame those buUs^ telling him how to accomplish 
alL Wherefore Jason finished the appointed task, to the 
grief and wonder of JEdcz. — (Adapted from the Scho^ 
lUsts*) 
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dreadr 

The son of HgHioSf the sun, 'twas said; 
No king in all the world so great as he, 
Theproud ^etes» lord of land and sea. 
Tlie heroes then resolved to speak him 

fair. 
With frimdly words; with precious gifts 

and rare, 
With all the arts of soft diplomacy. 
To soothe and flatter this great king, that he 
fSight haply bid them take the Golden Fleece 
From Colchis to the sunny shores of Greece. 
But if fair means, their end to gain, should 

fail. 
Then strategy or force must e'en t»%vail. 
No terrors now, nor dangers, could subdue 
Tlie ardor and the purpose <A the crew. 
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UT Juno, faithful guardian, 
knewindeedy 
The quest wltnout her aid 

would ne'er succeed; 
So with Minerva she to 
Venus sped, 
itchless queen of love she said: 
"My dearest Vcnus» we your help desire; 
The quest of Jason is the question dire; 
Without your aid, we fear he is undone; 
Request we, therefore, that you send your 

son. 
Fair Cupid, with his arrows and his bow. 
To Cokhis land ; in haste, too, must he %o, 
TTk fcii^, jEctes, hath a daughter fair, 
A ccsnely maid, with wondrous golden hair^ 
Well skflled in sorc'ry, also, is Uiis maid. 
Which she must use in noble Jason's aid. 
Now this our plan, Minerva s plan, and 

mine; 
Inspire Medea's soul with love divine; 
Bid Cupid wound het with his sharpest 

dart, 
And ^ant a love for Jason in her heart." 
"Most gracious goddess," Venus then 
replied, 
"Your subtest wish shall be my law; 

besi£. 
To help brave Jason in his noble quest. 
Is, I consider, quite a priv'Iege blest. 
Cupid is shooting craps with Ganymede; 
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in send him off^ at once^ with greatest 

speed 
You may be sure that he will do his part. 
And hit the buU^s-eye of Medea^s heart«^ 
The river fog hung low the following 

day, 
When Jason started for the town lEau 

And with him went the sons of Phrixus, 

who, 
Were saved from shipwreck by the valorous 

crew^ 
Enveloped by the fog that Juno sent, 
And saie from pryii^ eyes, their way they 

went 
Across the plain ; then through the city gate; 
At last within the palace court they wait 
Then Juno caused tiiie doud of mist to 

rise. 
And wondrous things disclosed to Jason^s 

eyes* 
Around the court were marble columns 

tall. 
And brazen arms and armor graced the 

wall; 
And fountains spouting water, milk and 

wine 
And rare perfumes; while tree and plant 

and vine 
Bore luscious fruits, and flowers of gorgeous 

dyes; 
it seemed a glorious, earthly paradise* 
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About the palace, then, the news soon 

spread, 
That Phrixus' sons, who, ghren up for dead, 
Had safe returned ; the servants wept for joy; 
While Qialdope cried: "My ooyl my 

boy!" 
Embraced each son in turn, and welcome 

gave 
To Jason, who had saved them iroai the 

grave. 

EDEA, fairest maid in all 
the land, 
A sorc'ress, with the fates 

at her command, 
A priestess of the goddess 



No one so loved, nor yet so feared, as she. 
Yet modestly she stood aloof and gazed 
At Jason's noble, princely mien ; amazed 
At such a paraeon of form and face, 
More like a god, than <A the human race. 
Then last of all came .^^es, the kii^. 
Who inward cursed tlie news that all cud 

bring. 
That Phrmis' sons had all returned alive; 
Some other murd'rous plan he must contrive. 
For Heli(», his father, loi^ agc^ 
Had warned him 'gainst a wily, dangerous 

foe 
Within his household, one of his own blood. 
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Whose secret plotting boded him no good* 
His son Absyrtus^ and his daughters two^ 
He knew were ever faithful, loyal, true* 
Upon his grandsons, then, suspicion fell; 
If rid of them, he thought all would be well; 
And long ago heM sent them on this trip 
To Orchomenus, in a rotten ship; 
And feeling sure that they were dead or 

drowned. 
It vexed him much to hear that they M been 

found 
Meanwhile the roguish Cupid, though 

unseen. 
Brushed close by Jason, touched him, too, 

I ween; 
With arrow fitted to his tense-drawn bow. 
He made an off-hand shot, while kneeling 

low. 
That pierced the center of Medea^s heart ; 
She felt the shock of Cupid^s feathered dart* 
The pain was followed by a sweet desire. 
And bve for Jason coursed her veins like 

fire; 
A fire unquenched by bIood« for we know 

well. 
Love grows by what it feeds on — ^blood will 

telL 
And now a feast of welcome was 

prepared. 
For Chalciope^s sons, whose lives 'were 

spared; 
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And Jasotit who had brought them safely 
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home* 



1 tempest-driven 3 
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more 

The kb^ demanded, then, the eldest son, 
To tell him why his wfll had not been done ; 
Whv he to Orchomentss had not sailed. 
Ana why the royal expeditioi failed. 

^HE eldest son replied, with 
fear and dread: 
**0 king, the wonder is 

we are not dead; 
The ship you gave us was 
both weak and c^ 
And unseaworthy, as I Ve since been told. 
A stress of weather caused her seams to 



She I 
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and sank; we then made our 

escape. 
And on our oars were glad to reach the 

shore, 
6(»ne by die n^:lng seas, heart-sick and 

sore.** 
"That's nonsense,'' cried the kii^^ 

^Tour sh^ was new. 
With fuanks ol oak, and copper-fastened, 

too; 
With brazen bolts and bands. her keel was 

bound 
To keelson, stem^ and stem-post, strong 

and sound; 
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I saw her built^ myself, when but a youth, 
And know whereof I speak; and now, 

forsooth. 
You tell me she was old, and badly found. 
And foundered in a gale, because unsound ; 
Her planks not worth a copper, and her 

seams. 
It seems were opened ^twixt her oaken 

beams 
By stress of weather ; whether this is true 
C^ not, I do not know; the ship was new, 
I knew that long ago; and I beJieve 
She struck a rook and opened like a sieve; 
If not, how comes it that this other ship 
That rescued you, did safely sail and slip 
Through this same storm that wrecked 

your noble craft. 
Her timbers shivered, slivered, fore and 

aft?^' 
^That ship, O king, the staunchest 

craft afloat. 
Deseed by Juno, is a heaven-bom boat; 
And warriors, half divine, compose her 

crew. 
The boldest sailors on the ocean blue; 
The scions of immortal eods are they. 
Whose deeds of valor helped them on their 

way; 
All dangers of the land and sea they Ve 

passed. 
And now at Colchis have arrived at last 
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From Greece they comtt that famous 

£ar-o& landt 
With Jason, son of ^son, in oxnmand ; 
He is our kinsman, too, as you may know^ 
From Cretheus descended — ^we also. 
The r^;htful kir^ of klchos, you see, 
Thot^h Pelias now wears his crown; 

and he 
Has sent brave Jason on this dangerous 

quest. 
To you, your royal hig^mess, to request 
That Phrizus' Golden Fleece be sent to 

Greece, 
So that fab land may thus obtain release 
From Jove's great wrath and fury, which is 

due 
To grievous wrong which Athamas did 

do, 
Li olden time, to goodqueen Nephele, 
And to her childran, Phrixus and Helle.'' 

n wretched caitiff!" cried 
the angry king, 
What idle tale is this to me 
■e bring? 

vile marauders, men d 
no renown. 
Are come to take my scepter and my 

crown. 
Think ye these men, rambunctious thoi^h 
they be. 
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For pelt of Phrixus' ram would brave the 

sea; 
The pelting of the rocks and winds and 

waves 
For several pounds of wool, ye lying 

knaves I 
If at my board ye had not tasted bread, 
I'd cut your lying tongues from out your 

headr^ 
Then Jason, like a demi-god, arose, 
And e'en the king admh^d his graceful 

pose; 
His form erect, he mildly bowed his head ; 
Medea hung on every word he said* 

*^ Most gracious king /EetcSf list I pray. 
In justice to a stranger* First, I 'II say. 
That every word your grandson spoke is 

true. 
And should have had some weight, me- 

thinks, with you* 
The Fleece you hold so lightly, I will 

own. 
To me is everything ; in short, my throne 
Depends upon its s^e return to Greece, 
Where it will bring prosperity and peace ; 
The pelt vou de^ed just now of little 

worth. 
To me is the one thing in all the earth 
I most desire; and if you'll give it me. 
My choicest treasures, brought beyond the 

sea, 
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Shall all be yours ; bright gems and jewels 

rare^ 
And cups of gold and silver, chased and 

fair; 
And arms and armor, dye-stuffs, spices^ too. 
And many thiimis, I'll n«ely give to you. 

R if you have a foeman to sub- 
due, 
Our services we freely off cr you ; 
If you have colonies to padfy. 
Or for humanitv you wish to tiy 
For territorial expansion, then 
I freely offer you my god-like men. 
But rest assured oi one thine, once for aO, 
I've vowed to have the Gdden Fleece, or 
falL" 
Now kii^ .^^etes was a di[Jamat; 
His royal cheek was flushed, and he stood 

pat; 
Gsncealing well his anger and his spite. 
He said : Perhaps your cause is just and 

right; 
Perhaps you are as brave as you pretend; 
I'U put you to the test and in the end. 
If vou perform the task I have in view, 
Tne Golden Fleece I 'II freely give to you. 
The task is one that lean do with ease. 
No other can, not even Hercules. 
I have a. pair of bulls, whose p^igree 
Is ^ the purest strain, as you U ^:ree : 
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Bv VuIcan^s f orge» and out of molten brass^ 
Their food is fire and flame instead di grass* 
These brazen buUs^ whose breath is fire and 

flame^ 
Your task will be to render kind and tame; 
Put on the yoke^ and harness to a plow 
With share of adamant; which PIl allow 
No one but me can saf dy do and live^ 
But you may try; my leave I gladly give* 
You next will plough a furrow^ striUght 

and true^ 
Across the field of Mars — as I can do — 
Then sow, not grain, but teeth oi serpent 

dread. 
The serpent slain by Gidmus, so ^t is said ; 
And from these teeth your crop will surely 

rise 
The self-same day, perhaps to your sur- 
prise; 
A crop ci fierce and warlike men will grow 
From out the furrow, armed from head to 

toe* 
Then single-handed, you these men must 

slay — 
Then with the Golden Fleece you'll sail 

away/' 
Thus spoke the king and laughed within 

his sleeve; 
But Jason said : ^^^etes, by your leave, 
I '11 try the task to-morrow, though I die/' 
And m>m the kingly presenee quick did hie* 
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E wandered to the gar- 
den* much depressed. 
And in a thick-set g:rove 

sat down to rest. 
He thought the Golden 
Fleece could ne'er be 
won. 
And sighed to think his 
race so nearly run. 
Medea, when she heard the task pro- 
posed — 
A task impossible, the kii^ supposed — 
Resolved that she would t^ biave Jason's 

part» 
And ^d him with her magic speUs and art; 
For hve erf Jason she would thwart the 

king— 
O, love is such a strange and curious thing. 
And in that time, so Img ago, we're told. 
The old, old story even then was old. 
But thot^h the story may be old, 'twould 

seem 
It's always new and br^ht as love's youi^ 

dream; 
And Cupid, after all these many years, 
Is still a n»:uish boy, all smiles or tears. 
Medea toUowed Jason to the grove. 
For love had made her bold, and haply 

strove 
A^:ainst her maiden modesty; and so. 
She found poor Jason in the depttis c^ woe. 
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^^ Forgive mc^ sir/' she said^ *^ if I^ poor 

maidt 
Of all our household seem the least afraid 
To speak of gratitude for your brave deed^ 
In givine help in time of curest need 
To Chaldope's sons^ who Hd me say 
How much they grieved to hear the king^ 

to-day^ 
Impose a task so difficult on you; 
A task which no one but the king can do/' 
^ O^ fairest maid/' then Jason did reply^ 
*' With your kind sympathy. FlI gladly die ; 
If so the gods have deemed that it should be^ 
Death vm. be welcome with your sym- 
pathy/' 
^^ Brave sir^ it grieves me much, this 

cruel thing. 
That by my famer, uSetes the king, 
Is thus imposed on you who joy dia give 
To me and mine; that those thought dead, 

still live. 

O would that I mi9:ht perish in your stead; 

Alas ! 'twould be far better thus," she said* 

^^ O, lovely maiden, if withki your heart 

You have a thought of me, 't were hard to 

part; 
But 'd that thought is fraught with love for 

me. 
Then ^dly will I die, for I love thee." 
Thus Jason spoke, and took her lovely 

hand; 
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j EDEA tried her feelings 

to conrniand. 

Then smiling through 

her tears a joy, she 

said. 

As Jason to a seat the 

fair girl led: 
"Why talk of death, 
when we should strive to live ; 
If you to me your promise fair will give 
To love me always, and be true to me, 
Then I will help in this extrenuty." 

** O fairest maid in all the world,'' he said, 
If I do live, then surely we will wed; 
You '11 share my thrcme in Greece, beyond 

the sea; 
I swear by all the gods to love but thee." 
"Knowthen," she said,"! have a sub- 
tile charm, 
That can, and wiU, preserve you from all 

harm; 
With aid that I by magic can invoke. 
The brazen oxen you may safely yoke ; 
Their flaming breath will bring no harm to 

tfiee; 
And harnessed to the plow, as you will see, 
Stra^htway across the field of Mars they 11 

And plow a furrow straight, and deep alsa 

And when the dreaded serpent's teeth 

you've sown. 
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TTwill not be long before your crop is 

grown — 
A band of fierce and warlike^ well-armed 

men^ 
Whom^ by my magic you will slay^ and 

then — 
Then with the Golden Fleece you ^11 sail 

away, 
And soon fo2|:et Medea and ^a/^ 

^When I forget thee, dearest love,^' 

said he, 
^^ May I be swallowed by the ruthless sea ; 
In Pluto^s realm may I be doomed to pine, 
And aU the tortures of the damned, be mine* 
Should I depart, love, with the Golden 

Fleece, 
ni carry you, my promised wife, to Greece; 
And there, my wedded wife, you ^U reign 

with me. 
The proudest, happiest queen in Thessaly. 
I swear by all the gods, this solemn vow: 
To love you always, as I love you now/' 
Then Jason sealed the compact with a kiss ; 
Medea's heart was full ; unspoken bliss 
More eloquent than words, shone in her 

face. 
As tears and sighs and fears to smiles gave 

place* 
^^ Dear Jason — ^for you 're very dear to 

me, 
Medea said, and blushed to speak so free : 

109 




.J^ 



Y^G^ons^ 



T dawn to-morrow, meet 

me 'neath the oak,'* — 

In whispers, now, the lovely 

maiden spc^: — 
'' The oak beside the shrine 
of Hecate, 

There 111 unfold my plan, for love ci thee. 
And now, I must be gone; and you are free 
Until toMnorrow*s dawn — but tmnk of me." 
One fong-drawn kiss — then from his side 

shefled. 
Swift, 'neath the fragrant trees, nor turned 
tier head. 
Then Jason rose, as from a pleasant 
dream, 
And strode across the plain to Hiasis' 

stream. 
Then soon aboard the Argo went in haste; 
The heroes all assembled in her waist ; 
To them he told his story, and his task. 
And many were tlu questions all did ask. 
Said Idas: ''Let us try the force of arms, 
And not dq>end on magic spells and charms ; 
Talk not to me (i fierce fire-breathing buU." 
Said Peleus : '* Brave Jason 's got a pull, 
A pull, I think will win, from his report." 
** He *n surely win with such a friend 
at court,** 
Said Atalanta, bravest of her kind; 
''Now mind, my friends, that when a 
woman's mind 
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Has formed a plan^ with love as her reward^ 
You^ find that plan more mighty than the 

sword'' 
Then Meleager^ taking up his cue 
From Atalanta^ said^ with vigor^ too: 
^^ If Jason wants to play the hayseed act^ 
And plow and sow and reap, in point of fact. 
To raise a crop of men; it comes to pass. 
It's all the same — ^all flesh we know is 

gi'ass; 
The tbne will come when all will plow by 

steam. 
So let him drive his fierce fire-breathing 

team; 
And heads of men or grass he'll surely 

clip— 
Whatever man doth sow, that shall he 

""l hope,'' said Pollux, ''none will feel 

afraid 
For Jason's sake, nor be the least dismayed ; 
This maid for Jason has her aid proposed. 
And he's proposed to her; the bargain's 

closed; 

And by this bargain count her of the crew. 

And very glad well be to have her, too« 

And then you all remember what was said 

B^ Phineus, the prophet, on this head: 

That Venus would assist us in the end; 

Be sure that in our need she'll prove our 

friend-" 
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OU're mighty right, my 

boy/' saio O^hcus, 

We'll gladly welcome 

her as one of us; 
A good musician^ too, 

as I've heard tdl; 
So fair, so wise, so- 
prano, too, as weU; 
She 'U take the place of Hylas in the choir, 
Perhaps, in time, she 'H learn to play the 
lyre.** 
And then a feast was held, and gen*rous 
wine 
Did cheer the hearts of these brave men, 

divine. 
In jeweled cup they pledged bold Jason's 

bride; 
With song and story cast all care aside. 

Next mom, at dawn, Medea, in her car. 
Arrayed resplendent as the morning star. 
Attended by her maidens, secretly. 
Drove quicldy to the shrine of Hecate. 
The birds were piping merry roundelays, 
And singing matin hymns cd love and 

praise. 
Ilie maidens passed within the temple door. 
And there, with secret rites and prayers, 

implore 
Great Hecate to give Medea power 
To work her dmms with magic plant and 
flower. 
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And now^ Medea^ ^neath the old oak 

trcCf 
For Jason watched and waited patiently* 
Not long to wait^ for soon he came in haste; 
His arm was soon around her slender waist ; 
And breathing words of love and constancy^ 
He kissed away her tears most tenderly* 

^ O^ Jason list^ for time now flies apace^^^ 
Medea said^ love shining in her face : 
*^ TI^ precious drug-Hbide quick beneath 

your cloak*'' — 
He took it from her hand^ e'en as she 

spoke — 
'' T is from a two-stalked plant distilled, that 

grew 
Where fell the drops of blood, like morning 

dew; 
Dropped from the eagle's beak that ruthless 

tore 
The liver of Prometheus*" And o'er 
Her heart she pressed her hands, and gasped 

for breath, 
For fear that all might end in Jason's 

death* 
Then Jason drew her to his manly 

breast. 
And lovingly her golden locks caressed* 
With cheering words he kissed away her 

woe* 
With arms clasped round his neck she 

whispered low: 
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I T early dawn go to the 
' river side, 
And all alone, bathe in 
its flowing tide; 

I And \(^iile uie morning 
star doth faintly gleam. 
Then mix the drug with 
water from the stream ; 
And with the magic potion, as with oil. 
Anoint thy body wcllf it will not soil. 
But fa^grant as a flower upon the lea; 
A match for deathless gods then shalt thou 

be. 
"And sprinkle well thy sword and shield 

and spear, 
No danger then, dear Jason, need you 

fear; 
And e^en the brazen oxen's flaming breadi. 
That otherwise would cause your instant 

death. 
Will harmless prove to thee, my love. And 

then 
When from the ground arise the warlike 

men, 
With swcrd and buckler, spear and iavelin ; 
Do thou a great stone cast amidst the din 
Of clashing swords and shields, for then 

willmey 
Each on the other turn, and kill and slay. 
Then mayest thou wim thy charmed spear 

and sword 
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Let out the brief lives of the earth-born 

horde. 
This done, thy task Is ended. Now good- 
bye, 
Thy life is spared, though even I may die. 
To-morrow, then, thou It bear a chfumed 

life; 
And after, should we live, thy promised 

wife, 
m go with thee to sunny, far-off Greece, 
And there I hope to merit love and peace." 
" My own sweet love," said Jason, " we 

will pray 
The gods may soon vouchsafe the happy 

day." 
A loving, fond embrace, and heart to heart, 
A honied Idss — and th«i the lovers part 

Behold next day upon the field of Mars, 
The king and courtiers in their warlike cars. 
The household of the king in gilded wain. 
Drove through the gate, and out upon the 

plain. 
And then IVkdea, fairest sight by far. 
Attended by her maidens in her car. 
A throng d soldiers to the field repair. 
With banners gay, and brazen trut]^)et*s 

blare. 
And warriors, priests and thralls, with one 

accord. 
Moved out upon the plain, a mighty horde. 
To witness Jason's sure defeat and death. 
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By these dread brazen bulls with flaming; 



breath. 



1ND now the grandest 



s^ht di an appears — 
I The Argt^ sailing 

' proudly^ while the 

cheers 
) Of Jason and his heroes 
^ rent the air; 
They came to conquer, 
came to do or dare. 
The m^hty ship sailed swiftly up the 

stream. 
The morning breeze blew fresh, abaft the 

beam; 
And fifty oars in perfect time were plied. 
Like fifty giant arms along her side. 
AncEcus, putting down the helm, she veered 
Intothewind; tiien for the shore he steered. 
The sail was lowered and furled upon the 

yard. 
The oarsmen still were rowing fast and 

hard. 
Until at length the river bank they reaclu 
And bacldi^ ship, they stoi^ied beside the 

beach. 
And safely moored the Ai^ in the lee, 
llie proudest sh^ that ever sailed the sea. 
The heroes leaped ashore with perfect ease. 
And formed in solid phalanx 'neath the 
trees; 
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Then boldly marched^ wfth Jason at their 

head. 
The very earth did tremble at their tread. 
Then marching to the chariot of the 

king, 
Gave three Greek cheers that made the 

welkin ring; 
The welkin rang, and rang again, I've 

heard. 
But badly cracked remained from cheer the 

third. 
Ilie Colchian weUdn ne'er wHI ring again, 
Twas sorely damaged by these loud-voiced 

men. 
".^etes, let me introduce my friends,** 
Said Jason, anxious then to make amends; 
They, doffing helmets, gave their coII^:e 

Veil, 
Old Chiron's collie yell, and did it well; 
So well, in (act, that birds (or miles around. 
With bursted galls, dropped dead upon the 

ground. 
The I^g, astonished, rose up in his car. 
The yelTreverberating, near and (ar. 
** I 'm pleased to meet you, gentlemen," 

said he, 
"But don't repeat that yell; it don't agree 
With thin-skinned people, like we Colchians 

are; 
Your fine Greek chorus is too loud, by 

(ar. 



7t Jason, tf your wfll 
is still inclined 
t yoke the brazen 
axerif you wlO find 
lat everything is ready 
for the test; 
That you decline, I really think is best} 
For If and I alone* the task can dcy 
Be warned in time; tt's certain death for 



you. 
Then Uaz quicldy spoke : 



'O, gracious 



We would n't miss the show for anything; 
nr would be too bad to disappoint the crowd* 
And Tason, he will do your oxen proud ; 
For he's a bully boy, Fd have you know* 
Your brazen bulls with him wiU prove too 

slow." 
Then Pollux spoke, the famous pueilist* 
And to his helmet raised his brawny ust : 
"Should Jason smash your bull^ most 

gracious sire* 
And by his mettle, quench their metal ire. 
Well all chip in and buy another pair. 
Or send them stra^ht to Vulcan (or repair ; 
The straight, you know, will both pair 

surely beat. 
Or Jason, flushed with pride in their defeat, 
WiU order three, from brazen kine, you 
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^^You speak in Grecian idioms/^ said 

the^g^ 
^^A Grecian ioiotn is a stupid thing* 
But talk is dieap; to business now we^U 

tum^ 
That Fm a business man^ you soon will 

learn; 
This is my busy day; it ^s getting late^ 
And time and tide^ you knowt for no man 

wait* 
As Jason still insists the bulls to yoke^ 
Perhaps he 'U tind^ too late^ it is no joke« 
You Greeks may nod and laugh and smile 

and wink; 
That he will yoke the oxen — ^I don^t think* 
But should he do so^ and perform the task — 
Then everything is his that he may ask; 
The Fleece of (joldt a paltry thii^^ at best^ 
My crown and scepter^ throne^ and all the 

rest; 
When Greece her knees a suppliant bent^ 

you know; 
A suppliant bent — then grease her knees^ 

just so; 
A Colchian school-boy chestnut^ I^ admits 
But one that this occasion seems to fit* 



u 



Here^ Jason^ hold your helmet^ take 

these teetiv 
The seed you are to sow uf)on this heath; 
And when the seed ^s into tne furrow sown^ 
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Not bng you^ have to wait before it^s 

grown; 
A crop of filo'ce and wellnarmed men^ and 

wave, 
Whom you mtsst reap and bind, your Uf e 

to save; 
Remember, he who by the plow would 

thrive, 
Must either hold the plow, himself, or drive ; 
As you ^ do both, whv you can plainly see. 
The thing 's impossible— except for me/' 

ROT out your bulls,^ said Jason, 

let's b^^in, 
A thing begun 's half done ; Fm 
sure to win« 
Your bulls are muzzle-loaders — obsolete ; 
111 draw their fire; 't is quite an easy feat» 
Pm made of pure asbestos, and fire-potx^f ; 
A perfect salamander— web and woof ♦ 
The warmest member in the crowd; that 's 

i^ht; 
There Tl be a hot time in the town, to-night '^ 

ERHAPS my bulls are not so 
very hot; 
You'U find them sizzling, in 
the comer lot ; 
Also the adamantine plow and yoke*'' 
The king kughed in his sleeve, while yet 
he spoke* 
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Then Jason thrust his sword into the sod^ 
And on it hung his helmet^ like a hod^ 
Wherein reposeid the serpent^s teeth for seed, 
And for the brazen oxen went with speed 
And as he passed Medea, lovely maid. 
She whispered : ^ Tason, do not be afraid^ 
The women all acunired his yellow hair; 
They M never seen a mortal half so fair; 
They threw him kisses as he disappeared. 
And prayed for his success; haU hoped, 

half feared* 
But what is this that caused the king to 

lookl 
While all his frame as with an ague shookl 
nr is Jason with the oxen and the plow, 
As to the yoke their brazen heads they bow ; 
While from their mouths and nostrils sheets 

of flame 
Extended far behind ; but all the same, 
And unconcerned, brave Jason plodded on. 
His team obedient to his voice, anon« 
And pulling bravely, with thdr might and 

main. 
They plowed a furrow straight across the 

plain* 
''Gee, Brightl Whoa, Buckl^ cried 

Tason, as with gad. 
He whacked their sides* The women folks 

were glad* 
'' Hurrah for Jason I ^ cried the heroes then. 
And such a smout will ne^er be heard again* 
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HEN J "What's the 
matter with brave 
Jason, now?" 
^ Cried MeleagCT^as he 
watched the plow. 
Ol he'saHrtehtl** 
responded afl the 
crew 
looked wild — 't was all that he 
[ddo. 
Then Jason, running nimbly 'cross the 
swardt 
Took up his helmet ; buckled on his sword. 
TTien in the furrow sowed the serpent's teeth. 
And with the plow he turned them under- 
neath; 
And in the comer lot at length did stop. 
Turned out his team; returned to reap his 

crop. 
Already ^ the furrow, bursting through. 
Brass helmets, pushing up iSka mushrooms. 

Soon followed arms and bodies, l^;s, and 

then, 
Behold the band of fierce and warlilK men 1 
Well-armed with sword and javelin and 

spear. 
They clasl^ their shields, and showed no 

sign of fear. 
Then Jason, shouting loudly, waved his 

swwd; 
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With flashing eyes they rushed^ with one 

accord^ 
To slay the bold intruder ; but they found 
He parried all their blows^ and stood his 

grounds 
Then Jason catching up a heavy stone^ 
With all his strength the missile then was 

thrown^ 
And struck to earth two warriors in the 

crowds 
Who on each other turned with curses loud; 
And striking right and left^ were soon en- 
gaged 
With all the others — so the battle waged* 
And Jason^ slashing with his magic sword^ 
Soon all had bit the dust^ of this vile horde* 
While shouts and cries of victory re- 
sound^ 
His comrades lifted Jason from the ground^ 
And on their shoulders bore him to the 

king. 
And cried: ^^Lo, here the conqueror, we 

bring I 
And since he has performed his wondrous 

task, 
The Golden Fleece, alone, is all we ask* 
Although you deemed it but a paltry thing. 
We prize it as the ransom of a king* 
You promised him your crown, ana scepter, 

too. 
But these, .^^es, we will leave with you*'' 
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i HE king, with rage, could 

I scarce ccsitain himself; 

1 Of all his choicest treas- 

' ures, goods and pelf, 

^ The Golden Fleece he 

prized the most of all; 
Some plan he must ^vent, some way fore- 
stall 
These loud-mouthed Greeks; he cared not 

for his word; 
That he should keep his promise seemed 

absurd. 
'^I do not understand this thing," he 

said; 
"His £ace turned pale, and then again turned 

red. 
^ I Ve been hoodooM and bunco'd, that is 

plain; 
My bulls were hypnotized; the earth-bom 

slain; 
But each one slew the other, which was 

hard; 
Each man was hoisted by his own petard. 
But since by some vile trick the task is 

done. 
And Jason thinks the Gdden Fleece he's 

won; 
I'm willing, now, the claim to arbitrate. 
As is the custom in affairs of state. 
VVl choose two men, and they may choose 

athird. 
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To them the matter then will be referred 
As ex-offido I ^11 add my name; 
We ^U thoroughly invest^te the dainu 
We^U send for men and papers — that 's the 

way; 
And then^ when through, report without 

delay« 
But first, a protocol will be prepared. 
Wherein my final terms wiu be declared 
To this state paper each his name must 

sign, 
The names of all concerned — excepting 

mine« 
Now, one thing more Vd have you un- 
derstand: 
The Goldoi Fleece will never leave this 

land* 
A mascot true, it is my greatest pride, 
Which Phrizus willed to me before he 

died; 
Dyed in the wool withi)recious virgin gold, 
A sacred, priceless thing, to have and hold* 
My title's good; there s not the slightest 

flaw; 
Possession is nine points in Colchian law« 
Therefore, possess yourselves in perfect 

peace. 
You never will possess the Golden Fleece*'^ 
And saying which he quickly drove 

away* 
The Argonauts had not a word to say* 
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HEN came Medea, with 
a fa^hfulmaid; 
She beckoned Jason to 

her sideband said: 
** My lather's shameful 
words I blushed to 
hear; 
But well outwit him, 
Jascxit never fear. 
At midn^ht do not fall to come to me. 
Where l^t we met — the shrine ai Hecate. 
Then with my help you'll take the G<^den 

Fleece, 
And then set sail, at once, for far-<^ Greece. 
Have everything: prepared for instant flight ; 
For I leave home, with you, this very n^ht. 
Already I'm suspected by the king. 
For helpine; you, to-day, to do this thing. 
And sluxiul you then the Fleece take mnn 

its tree, 
A shameful, certain death, 'twould mean 

forme. 
Should I remain behind when you were 
fled." 
** My faithful, promised wife," then Jason 
said, 
''I will not sail without you, never fear; 
You are to me most precious, fond and dear. 
My love for you wiU only cease with life. 
And some day you will be my cherished 
wife." 




Aboard the ship thi 

tune. 
Right glad they were to leave the pUcc so 

sooft. 
Though Idas said he did not think it right. 
To sneak away without a chance to fight. 
To have his way, he said he'd sack the 

town. 
Then take the Golden Fleece, and smash 

Petes' crown. 
But better, wiser, counsel still prevailed. 
And down the stream the Argo swiftly 

sailed. 
Again they moored her in the sheltered 

bight. 
And then prepared all things for instant 

flight 
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ARGUMENT. 

JEctcz discovers all; but meantime Medea has fled 
to the Argonauts; and by her aid they have taken the 
Fleece and gone* Absyrtus^ son o£ ^etes^ gives chase; 
but coming up with them is treacherously slain^ at the 
mouth of the Ister^ by Jason and Medea ; whereat Zsm 
is angry^ but Hera ever befriends them. Thence they 
come to Grce to be purified of the murder; and they pass 
through ^^the Wandering Rocfcs/^ and through Scylla 
and QiarybdiSt and past the Sirens^ aU save Butes ; and 
come unto Corcyra^ where Medea is saved by Alcinous 
from the pursuit of the G>Ichians^ and is wedded to 
Jason. Next they are driven to the Syrtis off Libya^ and 
suffer greatly from thirst. Here Guithus and Mopsus 
meet their doom; and the rest are saved by Triton and 
sent upon their way to Qete^ where Talos withstands 
thenv only to fall before Medea^s magic* 

After this they make a straight run to ^gina^ and 
so without further adventure to their home in Thessaly . — 
{Adapted from the Scholiasts*) 
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T midnight, at th' ap- 
pointed time and place^ 
Medea waited ; tears 
ran down her face, 
lought of leaving home 
sao, indeed; 
rt love and duty, sore 
iibi heart did bleed. 
**0! would that Jason ne'er had come,** 

she said; 
^'OI would that I, unhappy maid, were 

dcadl" 

But Jason coming, kissed away her tears ; 

With soothing words soon banished all her 

fears. 

"O I Jason, I am leaving all for you; 

IVIy childhood's home; my laithful maids, 

and true; 
My father, mother, brother, sister dear; 
My native land — and all for love sincere* 
For love of you, dear Jason, all I leave. 
For in your love I trust ; in you believe. 
Henceforth myall — my very life you 11 be; 
And will you love me always — only mc ? " 
** Sweet love," said Jason, " by mc gods 
I swear. 
No aie with you my true heart's love will 

share; 
This day, my sweet, you saved my wwth- 
less life; ,31 




Henceforth it's yours — my faithful, prom- 
ised wife." 

'<} Jason bnislied aside 
ter golden hair, 
d sealed his vow upon 
ler forehead fair, 
xmd his neck her ^t^ilte 
jrms dien she Qui^, 
And to his tall and s;raceful form she chmg, 
E'en like a vine that cUngeth to a rock. 
Though countiess storms may rage and 

tempests shock. 
She laid her teaivstalned cheek upm his 

breast. 
And gently, he her golden locks caressed; 
When starting up, as if from sleep, she 
rasped; 
"Tinufiksapacel" and then his hand 
she clasped. 
And gliding swiftly 'neath the silent stars. 
She led him to tiie sacred grove of Mars t 
And there the wondrous sight did he behold, 
Tiie goal c^ all his hop^i — die Fleece at 

Goldl 
lis dazzling l^ht res^^dent stione around; 
But underneath there lay upon the ground. 
The dreadful dragon, coiled about the tree 
Where hune the Golden Fleece; its guar^ 
dian, he. 
His countless folds were clad with shield- 
like scales; 
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And sickl6*Iike» and sharpy his long^ curved 

nails* 
tfis red and sUmy mouth was opened wide^ 
With rows of teeth like spear-heads^ side by 

side; 
from his yellow nostrils^ snoring 

loudt 
His sickly^ noisome breath arose^ a cbud* 
^^ Haste^Jason^ do not be the least afraid I 
Quick I seize the Golden Fleecel^^ Medea 

said. 
** The dreadful beasts who never slept before^ 
I charmed to sleep an hour zsOf or more« 
The magic potion soon will lose its spell; 
Quickl sei^e the Fleece, and all will yet be 

welll^ 
She placed her sandaled foot upon its head^ 
And crooning softly to the dragon^ said : 
^^ Sleep on, O dreaded, fearful beast, 

sleep on; 
May dreams, in fancy, bring thee pleasures 

gone; 
Sleep on, O monster, while the owl doth fly; 
While kind moon-goddess Hecate is mgh/* 
And o'er the diagon's eye-lids then she 

poured 
The soporific drug — ^he louder snored 
Then Jason lightly slUpped from fold to fold. 
And from the tree he took the Fleece of Gold* 
As in his arms he bore the long-sought prize. 
The monster dragon opened wide nis eyes. 
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^. threw her mantle 
fits head, 
1 swiftly from the 
ce. whh JasMit fled, 
shining; Fleece Ut 
their path like day» 
hroug;h the grove 

y quickly made 

their way. 
And thence across the plain unto the ship; 
Then quick aboard — the crew the cables 

slip. 
And down the rfver soon were rowing fast. 
Till near the river^s mouth they stopped, at 

last. 
Then Jascm, standing on the vessel's stem, 
Addr^sed the heroes, who, their faces turn 
To where he stood, Medea by his side. 
The fairest maid in all the world, so wide. 
''O, brothers, many dai^iers we have 
shared; 
Our lives from many perils hath been 

spared; 
Until, at last, the object of our quest 
Hath been secured; and I am doubly blest. 
This is the happiest moment c^ my life, 
For you 've obtained the Fleece, and I a wife. 
To guard her safely, now will be your care. 
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For some day she as queens my throne will 

share* 
And bear me witness; by the gods I vowl 
To love her always^ as I love her now* 
Without her aid the Golden Fleece would be^ 
Still guarded by the dr^on ^neath the tree/^ 
Thus Jason spoke* Then Peleus replied : 
^^O* lason^ with our lives we ^11 guard your 

bride.^ 
And then Medea^ stretching out her 

hand^ 
Oied: ^^HeroesI lookl O look upon the 

land I 
The beacon fires are lit on every hill; 
Hoist up your sail^ and quickly let it f ilL 
The warning bell is clanging in the tower ; 
Bend to your oars^ and pray the gods for 

power! 
My father is alarmed ; he knows I Ve fled I 
And ta^en the Golden Fleece I^^ Medea said* 
And as she spoke^ behold upon the 

strand^ 
The chariot of the king; and in his hand 
A flaming torch, that Uke a meteor flew; 
And urging on his horses passed from 

view 
Around the point below ; and followed then, 
A multitude of horses, cars and men* 
While up the river, sailors loudly cried ; 
Manned sails and oars, to catch the ebbing 

tide. 
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And as the early dawn hegan In break, 
A hundred ships soon followed Arg:o's walK. 

IITH sail and oars the Argo 
swiftly sped ; 
But at the river's mouth, 
not far ahead, 
A huge ship blocked the 
chatmel; while on shore. 
An army of a thousand men, or more, 
Were waiting for the Aivo and her crew. 
Then Jascm gave his orders, quickly, too; 
''Along me gunwale of the landward 
side, 
Let all the shields (^ first bench men be tied I 
And brace them strong and firm; then on 

his spear 
Let each man's helmet just above, appear] 
While down below the men their oars will 

Then those on shore wiQ shoot their arrows, 

high. 
All* save the oarsmen, man the starboard 

side, 
Tof^htthe ship that bars our wayl" he 

cried. 
Then Juno sent, abaft, a welcome gale. 
That fiercely blew, and filled the swwing 

sail. 
But up the river, blew the other way; 
Drove back the Colchian fleet in dire dismay. 
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The Argo forged ahead with wind and tide. 
The queen of all the seas^ and Jason^s nride* 
Then bearing down upon the ship, ahead. 
Bold ^on turned to Ancaeus, and said : 
^ That ship we ^n sink I there is no other 

way; 
She blocks the channel ^twizt the sea and 

bayj 
'T is Hobson^s choice; we ^ ram her in the 

side I 
And sink her where she lays, whatever 

betide* 
WeVe got the push! our stem is solid oak 1 
We ^11 crush her like an egg-shell I ^ thus he 

spoke* 
Ancaeus bid them row both fast and 

hard; 
And to the hrcczc to brace and square the 

yard* 
The Colchian ship was anchored bow and 

stem; 
The Argo from her straight course did not 

turn; 
But crashkig, smashing, cut the ship in 

twain; 
Sailed o'er the wreck, and out upon the 

main* 
The G>Ichian ship was fairly cut in two, 
And sank like lead, beneath the waters blue* 
But ere she sunk, Absvrtus, on the stem. 
With angry eyes, Meaea did discern* 
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E sisterl false onel 
raftressr tiienhe said; 
iedea answered no^— 
he cut him dead. 
know some andent 
oetsdoaver — 
justice^ though, with 
iAem I can't concur — 
That Jasoiv or Medea, maybe both^ 
Did really day Afasyrtus, nothing loth. 
Now when the G)Icnian sh^ did dis- 
appear, 
The A^'s crew did loudly shout and cheer. 
'* How's that I " cried Castor, shoutii^ with 

his might; 
Cried Pollux, just as loud: ^b's out erf 
sight!" 
Then king .^etes, in his car, on shore. 
Did tear his h^, and bitter oaths he swore; 
But all in vaini the Argo salkd away« 
And soon was lost to sight, far down the 

bay. 
The best laid plans of mice or men, you see. 
On sea or solid land, oft gang agley. 

The breeze blew fre^ and fair ; they 
sailed all night; 
They swiftly sailed until the momii^ light 
Brcke thick and gray, and then a heavy Tog 
Felllikeapan; tfi^ drifted like a log. 
For now a calm fell on the silent sea. 
And three long days they drifted, helplessly. 



^^^£5 



^J^ 



The heavy mist the mast-head hid from 

view: 
They lost their course; they knew not what 

to do* 
At lengthy at dawn, a lambient, rosy 

Hght 
Shone all about the prow, a welcome sight ; 
And from the f igur^ead was heard a voice 
That caused meir hearts, despondent, to 

rejoice: 
^^Brave heroes, rouse ye from despair 

and doubt I 
Your ship is safe and sound; your arms 

are stout* 
Your journey home will be some time de- 
layed; 
Accept whatever comes — ^be not afraid* 
The fog, and mist, and gloom, by Juno 

sent. 
Hath sa v^ your lives, and proved her good 

intent* 
While shrouded by the mist and fog, so 

meet. 
The anery king and all the G>lchian fleet 
PassM haply by, and at the straits doth 

wait. 
To bar your passage through the narrow 

gate* 
And now another route you must pursue; 
For rivers, you must leave the ocean blue; 
And overland awhile, your journey take; 
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in the sea, again, you II 
ive your w^e, 
X at last, TOuH sight 
e shores of Greece, 
aU will end In penect 
]uy and peace. 
But, now, due north your present course 

wmbe. 
Instead c^ east; be brave and follow me I" 
Then rose a breeze from o£[ the southern 
shore. 
Dispersed the iog; and doubted they no 

more. 
Carambls leh aport, and far astern. 
Ahead the steady, radiant l^ht did bum; 
They followed, day and i^ht, the rosy 

fleam. 
Until they entered Ister's mighty stream. 
They entered on the flood tide, high and 

strof^. 
And swiftly 'tween the banks were whirled 

along. 
At length, at night, they anchored in the 

stream. 
And strange. Indeed, did everything now 

seem. 
No more was felt the salt breeze ctf the sea; 
No more was heard the purl of waves, a-lee. 
But swift and silent flowed the mighty tide; 
While forests hemmed them in on eHher 
side. 
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And farther up the stream they rowed 

each day^ 
Until the salty tide had lost its sway^ 
And fresh and sweet the river water ran. 
Good fishing now they founds and soon 

began 
To lure the finny tribe from Ister^s floods 
By hook or crook, or any way they could; 
With bait or spoon, or artificial fly. 
To catch the biggest fish they all ^d try. 
Medea watched L» sport ^^4h some sur- 

prise; 
The gentle art was new to G>Ichian eyes* 
With Jason's aid she soon essayed a cast. 
And hooked a tish as long as half the 

mast* 
She played it with great skill, it must be 

said; 
She played it ^till the fish seemed nearly 

dead; 
Then Jason deftly gaffed it with his spear, 
And aU the crew joined in a hearty cheen 
'Twas ever thus, in fishing bout or 

match. 
The novice sometimes scores the biggest 

catch* 
Whatever the sport, in feather, fur or fin. 
The modest tenderfoot will sometimes win* 
We call it ^Muck,^ whatever that may mean, 
But luck or ^^ chance '^ is bom of skill, I 



ween* 
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3 in and try your lucl^** 
or **Now*s your 
chance," 
Is often said, our cour- 
eto enhance* 
A we win, can it 
be truly said 
That tudc or chancct 
not skiUf came out ahead? 
The expert angier^s often asked, for- 
sooth: 
** What luck ? " when patient, skillful woffc, 

in truth. 
Hath fiUed his creel, in which chance had 

no part; 
T is such things break the honest angler's 

heart. 
Or quoth the upstart, tinger on his nose : 
''You caught them on the fly, sir, I sup- 
pose?" 
''Of course," the honest angler then replies. 
"The barnyard hackle is Out best of flies; 
And that you used, sir, just as like as 

not" — 
He feels like killing him upon the spot. 

Medea caught the largest fish that day. 
As woman sometimes will when there's a 

way. 
Slie bore her honors meekly — did not 

The geiwe doe at times outstrips the stag. 
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Now steadily up stream the Argo sped; 
Propelled by lusty arms^ she forged anead« 
But swifter^ clearer^ now the river flowed ; 
And harder still the god-like oarsmen 

rowed« 
At night was often heard the lion^s roar; 
By day strange beasts were seen along the 

shore; 
To these they gave no heed^ nor thought of 

harm; 
Such sights and sounds to them caused no 

alamu 
But now their hearts were filled with fear 

and dread — 
A mighty cataract was seen ahead* 
And foam-flecked water; eddies every- 
where^ 
Caused every heart to sink in grim despair* 
And then discouraged by the fearsome 

sights 
They anchored in a quiet^ sheltered bight 
Then Jason and Ancaeus went ashore^ 
With ArguSf Lynceus^ and several more* 
Together then they climbed the wooded 

And up the river^s bank they journeyed 

still, 
Until they reached, at length, the high 

divide. 
And saw a river on the other side* 
A welcome sight ; it flowed the other way ; 
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''Twin bear us to the sea^ again I '^ 
say. 

JETURNING then the Joy- 
I ous news to teU, 
J They found a wide and weH- 
Q worn road, as weQ. 
''The task is not a hard 
one" Argus said; 
" On wheels we ni move the Argo to the head 
Of this divide; and then when that is done, 
T will be dead easy, and no end of fun^ 
To wheel the Argo down the other side, 
And in the other river safely glide." 
" You *re m^hty r^ht," then Jason, smiling, 

said, 
"I always thot»;ht you'd ^t^ieels in that 
great head." 
And now for days a busy scene ensued. 
Great trees, and small, were felled and sawed 

and hewed. 
A timber cradle for the Ai^ made. 
With wheels and axles stroi^ly built and 

stayed. 
Then in the water, down the sloping beach. 
They ran the car, until the ship they reach. 
And safely floated her within me cage; 
Then with the twisted cables all engage, 
And hauled the Argo out upon the sh^; 
Despair and doubt then troubled them no 
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Then up the hill they labored^ slow but 

sure; 
No task so great but they could well endure* 
And so they reached tne top — the water- 
shed; 
** We ^11 rest until to-morrow/' Jason said« 
At early dawn they started down the slope; 
Each heart was now inspired with joy and 

hope. 
At length they safely reached the river side; 
At length they launched the Argoonits tide« 
Then with tne wheels and timbers of the 

wain 
The heroes built an altar^ once again, 
To offer sacrifice and hymns of praise 
To Juno, who had brought them through 

the maze 
Of deep and dark despair to this bright 

spot — 
That we had guided them, they doubted 

not 
The hunters hied them forth with spear 

and bow, 
And through the forest wandered to and fro; 
Brave Areas, Atalanta, Idas, too. 
And Meleager, searched the forest through* 
At lengttv A lordly stag Atlanta spied ; 
She drove an arrow through his tawny 

hide; 
It pierced his heart, of course, she could not 

fail— 
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A hart he was» from branching; horns to 

tail 
He dropped dead in his tracks, for so^ also. 
His tracks were always under him, you 

know. 

!ND then a bull, both tall and 
bis; of girth. 
With lowered homs, b^;an 
to paw the earth; 
His glaring eye the hunters 
did defy; 
But Idas shot an arrow through his eye. 
" I hit the bullseye, plump and uir," he said; 
"It pierced the bovine brain — the bull is 

dead; 
The boss of all the fierd, no doubt was he ; 
The bull of aH the woo^ is slain, by me l'^ 
A huge boar next came rushing through 
the wood : 
Erect ^xpan his back his bristles stood. 
I^ foam-flecked tusks he bared with p^Sish 

pride; 
But Areas' spear went crashing through hh 

side. 
^That's not so badl^ quoth Areas to the 

rest; 
"I bore hb taunt as long as I thought best 
The greatest boar cJ earth, as you ^ agree. 
With neatness and dispatch was slain by 
mcl" 
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UST then an cagic bold dropped 

from the sky^ 

And Meleaeer let an arrow fly^ 

That cleft me great bird's sfcull, 

and down he felL 

Then Meleager's heart with pride did swell ; 

And then he said: ^^ Now^ how is that for 

high?'' 
I shot hSn on the wing — good shot say L'' 
Then Atalanta^ smiling^ sweetly said : 
^^It seems to me you shot him on the head I '' 

HUS chaffing^ boastings in a 

merry vein. 
The hunters to the ship returned 
again* 

The buU for sacrifice was then prepared. 
To thank the gods their lives had all been 

spared; 
To Juno, faithful guardian, all did pray, 
To shield and gu^ them on their home- 
ward way* 
The altar flames leaped high above the trees. 
The smoke ascended on the evening breeze ; 
The omen was propitious, thank the gods — 
So long as they were happy — ^what 's the 
(xlds* 
So down Eridanus, the river, sailed 
The good ship Argo, which had never failed 
To serve the heroes well, by sea or land ; 
A gallant ship ; a noble, gallant band* 
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OW as they reached the 
river^s mouthy one day. 
The water boiled and 
bubbled^ strangle to say; 
And clouds of steam rose 
hlssliw on the air. 
And altogether seemed 
a queer affair. 
" This is the placef^Medea said, ** where 
feU 
Youi:w;Phaethon; Tve heard my father teO 
How he one day the stm-car drove; alasl 
Ttiat such a thii^ should ever come to 



The horses ran away — came near the earth. 
And set the world Ml fire — ^hls life was worth 
Far less than all the world; som^htyjove. 
While seated on his throne, in heaven above. 
Sent crashii^ throi^h the air a fiery dart 
That fired young Phaethon from out the 

cart. 
And sent him scorchitw; in the sea below — 
That 's why the wator boils and bubbles so. 
He's burning still; (^ that there is no doubt. 
For he can never, never, be put out" 
Next day they reached the rivals mouth, 

and then, 
Behold the glorious, open sea, again I 
A welcome s^ht, indeed, to all me crew, 
As bendii^ to the breeze, the Argo flew. 
The islanded .^thalia reached, at last. 
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They moored the Argo safely^ firm 

fast 

A few days here the heroes spent m port; 
They passed the time in manly games and 

sport« 
While Jason and Medea walked one day, 
The goddess Iris met them on their wa 
She told them 



to 



isle 



must 
And she their blood-stained hands would 

purify* 
Absvrtus^ death was still laid at their door. 
So tney for Greeks favor must implore* 
Next morning early saw them on their 

way; 
The Argo bounding gayly o'er the bay* 
The high Tyrsenian cliffs were in full view, 
Their amethystine tints above the blue* 
And sailing onward through the starlit 

night. 
Next day the isle of Circe hove in sight* 
Anon, they anchored near the little isle; 
The crew with music did the time beguile. 
While Jason and Medea stepped ashore. 
With more of dread than they had felt 

before* 
For Qrce was Petes' sister, dear ; 
No wonder that their hearts were filled with 

fear* 
Yet true, she was Medea's favorite aunt; 
They hoped that she their prayers would 

freely grant* 
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g O W Qrce was a sorce- 
ress, half dfvine. 
Who, by a touch, turned 

all men Into swine. 
Medea, knowii^ this, 

had come fa:epated; 
A knowledge of the 
magic art she shared 
With Qrce, who had taught her years ago, 
The art divine^ and tilings ^ ought to 

know. 
In Jason's tunic then she placed with 

caie, 
Some withered leaves, and safely pinned 
them there. 
''The Pontic JibAft sure and sacred 
charm; 
Whoever wears it ne'er will come to harm; 
A foil to sorcery and magic art," 
Sfie saidf "Now keep it safely o'er your 

heart. 
So long as you possess the sacred tw^. 
By Qrce, you can not be made a pi^. 
And as they walked they saw great 
droves of swine 
Tliat once were men; and olt did they 

repbie 
In grunts and squeals their low and abject 

state; 
And some, no doubt, deserved a better fate. 
Then as they neared the center of the isle. 
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The sorceress met them with a pleasant 

smile; 
She bade them welcome to her palace hall^ 
Where Jason and Medea told her all: 
About the Golden Fleece, and Jason^s quest ; 
About the brazen bulls, and all the rest; 
How king ./Betes did repudiate 
His royal word and promise, made in state; 
Then, how the Goloen Fleece they took at 

night; 
And then appealed to Greeks sense of right 
''But how about Absyrtus' death?"" 

asked she, 
''For this youVe come to be absolved by 

me* 
" My dear aunt Qrce,"" then Medea said, 
" We do not know if he is already dead* 
A ship was in our way as we passed out; 
We rammed and sunk this sh^ without a 

doubt; 
My brother stood upon her quarter-deck, 
And called me names, frcun his part of the 

wreck 
Now, whether he was drowned, or swam 

ashore. 
We do not know, and cannot tell you more*"" 
Now Qrce thought it best, at all events. 
To purify them both, in everv sense. 
Of any guilt that might attacn to them; 
"T would do no harm; "t would clear their 

skirts; ahem I 
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Within her secret chambef they wfth- 

dreWf 
And there she puri&ed the happy two. 
This course was necessary- to appease 
The wrath ot Javc, incensed by .^etes. 

^ Qrce showed them 
xxindth' enchanted place; 
t beastly swine, once oc 
le human race, 
it by their squeals and 
gitrnts did her implore. 
To change them back to human form, once 

more* 
Then Qrce said t*" Observe those two black 

swine 
That hang their heads; unceasii^;ly they 

whine. 
The Mie a fish-h(^ is, and when a man 
He fished for count, and always filled his 

can 
With big and little, fingerlings, as well; 
Then, boastii^ cA his catch, great lies did 
teU. 
The other one's a game-hog, nasty 
brute, 
Who^ all day hag, did nothing else but 

shoot; 
With bow and spear he roamed the forests 

wid^ 

And potted every living thing he spied. 
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Now there ^s a spotted hqg, both lank and 

lean. 
Who, as a man, was just as bad and mean« 
With net and spear, and torch, he fished at 



And 



night 



by 



for fear Diana mieht 



Surprise him at his lawless, so-called sport. 
And hale him off to answer at the court* 
And see that hog with drooping ears 

and tail; 
At games and public places he M ne'er fail 
To occupy two seats, while ladies stood : 
I Ve turned him to a pig for others' good« 
That scrawny hog, that s biting at his back. 
Who, as a man cud never false tales ladk. 
Did scandalize his friends and neighbors ; so, 
I changed him to a pig some months ago* 
Tlut flabby one, that wallows in the 

mire, 
A boodle tx)litician, thief and liar. 
And so the herd have all, for some good 

cause. 
Been changed from men to hogs by Na- 
ture's laws« 
The change was slight, for they were hogs 

before; 
On two legs walked, where now they walk 

on four ; 
The difPrence then, I think youll surely 

find. 
Is only in degree, and not in kind«" 
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Y dear aunt Orcz,** then 

Medea said» 
" Be sure and come to see 

us when we 're wed. 
And now we must be 
g:oing, Jason dear/' 
"III come to see 70u» ^ildren, never fear," 
Responded Qrce, and 1 11 ctnne rig;ht soon ; 
I hope you 'II have a happy honey-moon." 
Then Jason and Medea made their way 
Across the Isle to where the Argo lay. 
They sailed at once, by Jas<Mi's strict cooi- 

mand. 
At dawn they reached the fair Tyrsenian 

strand; 
And there Hiey beached the Ai^ for a day, 
In troublous doubt as to ttielr future way. 
Now Peleus was strollii^ on the beach, 
Gsmmunit^ with tihmelf in silent speech; 
When Tlwtis, lovely sea-nymph, came 

ashwe — 
His wife, who 'd left him many years he- 
lore — 
He clasped her to his breast with tears of 

joy. 
And cried : " O, Thetis, how 's our darliiu; 

boyr 
'AchUles is aU right,'' his wife tilled, 
'He's with old Chinm on the motoitain 

side. 
Another matter's brought me lure to Tou: 
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I 'm sent by Juno, to befriend your crew. 
Great dangers stUl await you on your 

course; 
Pay strict attenticn then to my discourse. 
The Wandering Rocks, and Sirens, menace 

you, 
And fearful Scylla and Charybdls, too. 

Now Iris, by command of Juno, fair, 
To old JEo\vt&, will at once repair. 
And bid him quiet all the winds that blow. 
Except a steady west wind, even so. 
And, then old Vulcan she will next entreat 
To close his forge, and thus dispel the heat, 
Disperse the clouds of smc^ from <^ the 

sea. 
So that the Argo, sailing fast and free. 
May with less danger thus pursue her way, 
H Vulcan and .^<mus both obey. 

Now when the Sirens' island you draw 

near. 
Bid Oniheus play and sing both loud and 

clear. 
To drown the voices of the Sirens fair. 
So sweet, enchanting, are their voices, rare. 
Seductive, too, no man would count the 

cost. 
But, landbig there, forever would be lost. 
My nymphs will guide you through the 

Wand'ring Rocks, 
And guard you from their awful clashing 

shocks. 
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rScylla hath six mouths 
.^-armed withteeth^ 
And woe to him that passeth underneath. 
And on a cliff she dwells^ within a 

cave. 
Round which the angry waters rush and 

rave. 
And opposite, a rock between the tides, 
Is where the dread Charyfadis ever hides. 
Her mouth's a feaiful wtiir^KwI, wide and 

deep, 
Through which the circling waters surge 

and leap; 
But, I wHl hold tlie Argons rudder 

sb^ht. 
And guide her safely thrw^h the narrow 

gate. 
And mus your greatest dangers wiU be 

passed, 
And you will reach the shores (^ Greece, 

at last 
It happens that the luckiest thii^ in life. 
For you, is that a water^iymph's your 

wife. 
And now, good-bye — but one thing do not 

do, 
Don't point me out to any of ttie crew. 
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EMEMBER me to Qfiiron^ when 

you meet; 
He must be careful of Achilles^ 
feet; 

He^s proof against all ills^ excejpt one keel. 
And much solicitude for that I leeL 
Instead of sandals, make for him strong 

shoes. 
Which, for his mother^s sake he ^ not re- 
fuse* 
Now Peleus, again I ^ say good-bye; 
The fact is, I am feeling kind o^ dry; 
My fins are curling up, as you can see,^ 
And then headlong she plunged into the sea« 

Now, Peleus related all he M heard 
To Jason and the crew, and they averred 
'T were best to try to carry out the plan 
Devised by Juno; and at once began 
To tauten stays and braces for the trip; 
Put everything in order on the ship* 

Next day Sie west wind blowing fresh 
and free. 
The Argo once again put out to sea* 
Her pennon floated proudly from the mast; 
The sea was smooth, the Argo sailing fast; 
And sailing fast and free by day and night. 
At lensfth a little island hove in sisfht. 
And then a cliff, and beach of yellow 

sand, 
Then cool and shady groves upon the 
land* 
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^HE breath d orange Uos- 
Q aomi filled the air; 
f Delidoua fragrance floated 
K everywhere; 
P Enchanting music sweetly 
* rose and fell* 
Responsive to the rhythmic ocean swell; 
And sdtly stealing o er the f r^;rant sea* 
In cadence soft, w strangest melody 
Gune tripping, ^ippiiogf o'er the ocean 

tUe— 
The Sirens' song^— the sailo/s willing 

bride, 
llieir lovely forms disf^yed beneath the 

trees; 
Their love soi^ borne upon the summer 
breeze: 
"O, sailors bold, come rest ye here 
awhile; 
In love's sweet dalliance your hours be- 
guile; 
Our arms are salt and white; our kisses 

sweet; 
O, sailors, come and rest in love's retreat'* 
Then toward the land Ancseus steered 
the ship. 
Medea then to Jason's side did slip: 
**Ot Jason, take the hehn at any cost; 
Steer out to sea, or we are surely lost." 
And Atalanta cried to Orpheus: 
Strike up your lyre and uxidly sing to us; 




toward 
The song of OrpHeus^ so loud and clear, 
Did banmi other sounds from mind and ear* 
The crew was saved, at least all saved but 

one, 
For ere the song of Orpheus was begun. 
Poor Butes, overcome by Siren^s lay. 
Leaped overboard, and quickly swam away* 
But Venus, ere he reached the island shore. 
Descended on a cloud, and Butes bore 
To far dff Lilybeum, there to dwell, 
A booty for this beauty, IVe heard telL 

Anon, the Argo, sai&ng toward the east, 
Another danger m^ and not the least* 
The Wandering Rocks, of which theyM 

heard wim dread, 
I The heroes saw next day, and just ahead* 
Fierce flames were belching from a cave 

on shore. 
Though Vukan^s forge was out, and 

smoked no more; 
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TtsOngontiM hammer 
ihis handf 

e rod d fire upon a 
I ocK did stand. 

did no work that day, 
: did not suit 
To have the air so black with smoke and 

soot. 
He eazed in wonder as the Areo sailed, 
And then the crew old Vulcan loudly 

hailed: 
**A bully boat; a bullv crew, as well I** 
Thejieroes ^ave the Chiron college yeU. 

' " ' enough to d . 
With oars and sail, to guide the Ai^ 
through 



Tlien sauir^ on they had enou|;h to do, 
i i 

The Wand'rli^ Rocks, that loomed on 



every side, 
And roUed and tumbled in the angry tide. 
But now a wondrous s^ht the crew beheld. 
Which all their dread and fear at once dis- 

peUed: 
For, swimming swiftly at the Arro's side. 
And perched on every rolling rock, beside, 
Were countless sea-nymphs, fairest d the 

fair; 
With liquid eyes, and wcmdrous golden 

hair, 
llielr sickle tins glanced brightly in the 

sun, 
Gay fh-desiaU girls, who thought ft fun 
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To fend the Argo with their amis so 

whit^ 
And ward her from the rocks; a glorious 

sight* 
AnaTlietis^ swimming swiftly at the 

stem^ 
The rudder in her hands did twist and 

tum^ 
And safely steered the Argo cm her course ; 
The west wind blowing now with increased 

force; 
And Juno^ resting on a cloudy above^ 
Looked down upon the scene with eyes of 

love* 
Now^ safely through the Wandering 

Rocks^ at last. 



The Argo, aided by the sea-nymphs, passed* 
I from the rocks 
perched in glee, 



npl 
Then from the rocks, where theyM been 



percnea m giee. 
The Nereids pmnged headlong in the 



Then Galatea marshaled them each side 

The Argo, where their arms and fins they 
plied, 

And Kept her in the channel, straight and 
true; 

While Thetis at the rudder steered her 
through 

The deq> and narrow strait, whose treach- 
erous tide. 

Did Scylla from Qiarybdis e^er divide* 
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[S dai^;er passed* again 
the open sea 
^iread out before the 

ArgOf safling free. 
XMid cheers from Jason 
and the crew rang 
out; 
>*he water-nymphs, like 
dolphins, swam about. 
The heroes manned the gunwales; kisses 

threw 
To Thetis and her nymphs, as fair as 

true; 
The Nereids then flapped their fins with 

glee, 
Then disappeared beneath the deep blue 
sea. 
Now, sailii^ past Trinacrian isle, next 
day. 
The sound ai bleatii^ sheep came o'er the 

bay; 
Anocvtnelowof Idne came from the shore; 
Then toward the land they bent the la^- 

rit^oar. 
But Lynceus, farns^hted, bid them hold; 
"I see,^ said he, ^two maids with crooks 

0* gold, 
Who herd the sheep and cattl^ white as 

snow, 
With hmns ol gold, as through green fields 
thcygo.**^ 
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Medea then seemed quite alarmed^ and said : 
** Of heroes do not land; sail on instead 
From what I Ve heard my father ofttimes 

say. 
These are I^aethusa and Lampetie, 
The daughters of tiie sun, wno tend their 

herds 
On this fair isle*^ They wondered at her 

words. 
But turned the ship again and sailed away, 
And G)rcyra they reached the following day « 
nr was here the kind Phaeacians dwelt 

in peace; 
Good friends to aU who hafled from sunny 

Greece* 
The king, Alcinous, a welcome true 
Gave Jason and the heroes, whom he knew 
By TOod report to be most famous men; 
Andthey were glad to rest ashore again* 
The queen. Arete, also entertained 
Medea and Atlanta ; and was pained 
To hear the story of Medea^s fUght; 
But told her what she ^d done was just and 

right 
In |:ames of skill the heroes spent the 

(kys; 
The king and court were loud in words of 

praise* 
The people from the country flocked to 

town 
To see these Grecian heroes of renown* 
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And priceless gifts and treasures were be- 
stowed; 
And freely, milk and wine and honey^ 

flowed. 

!UT lo, one day appeared the 
Colchian fleet! 
The leader came ashore the 
king: to greet 
The rocks Cyanean they'd 
safely passed* 
And through the mourn of Pontus came at 
last 
''The orders of ^tes are*" he said, 
" To find his daughter, who has baselyfled ; 
To take her back to Colchis, there to meet 
The penalty d death* for her deceit 
So* if Medea and the Golden Fleece 
Are given upt a treaty then* of peace^ 
Will be prepared* which he will then 

submit; 
Apeace commission formed to sit on It 
The treaty will provide — a usual thing — 
Indemnity from Jascm to the king. 

One item is to pay the cost oT hire 
Of two brass bulls* with use of fire; 
Also* the hire of pbw and double yoke ; 
And rent of ground, he with the oxen 

htokcf 
Also the seed with ?^iich the ground was 
sown, 
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Both rare and priceless^ even he wiU own* 
And then the crop^ though reaped wtth tdl 

andcare^ 
Was left to spoil and rot — at least the share 
Of king .S^etes^ which he values high« 
Then there^s tibe damage to his dmgon^s 

eyej 
A broken limb^ whereon the Fleece once 

hung. 
The choicest tree in aU the grove, and 

young* 
The wharfage for the Argo must be paid, 
And recompense for water rights be made* 
Then there s the sunken ship, though once 

condemned. 
Her price went up as she went down, con- 
temned* 
Then last of all, there comes the wear and 

tear 
Of king iSetes^ bed and royal chair. 
Whereon he rolled and squirmed, and 

pitched and tossed. 
Since that dark night the Golden Fleece 

was lost* 
Now this the bill of costs the king hath 

made. 
And this the bill of costs that must be paid* 
The treaty will not name the just amount 
That Jason to the king must e^en account* 
To his commissioners the king will trust 
To do his will — in other wor£, they must* 
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iUCH latitude^ however^ he 'U 
allow — 
Not less than half the lati- 
tude^ I trowr 
Of Jascm's kfnedotn, when 
tie takes the uirone, 
T will take to pay the debtf I freely own. 
This is the ultimatum of the kins;; 
At least the substance — ^I was tola to briiw. 
And if the terms are not to Jasc»i's mind, 
And to refuse he seems at all inclined^ 
Then I am weU prraared, and will enforce 
The fust demands of .Aretes, of course. 
My battle ships are anchored in the bay; 
The Argo's bottled up — can't get away.** 
Then king Aldnous looked vexed and 
frowned, 
"You know,'* said he, "that this is neutral 



One day in port you are compelled to stay. 
Should Jason wish to leave and sail away. 
He Is my guest and ally, for the nonce; 
Your ultimatum I *11 report, at (Mice; 
And ultimately I will arbitrate 
Between you botlu and my decision state, 
Which will be final, and you must comply; 
Not yours to kick, nor a^ the reason why.; 
Now order what you please to eat or drink; , 
I must have time to cogitate and think. 
And now my army I must mobilize, 
A numerous mob, at present, I surmise. 
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[ have more soldiers than I really need^ 
I wish that half were killed or dead^ indeed* 
Larfi^e standing armies are a great expense^ 
And I have several millions for defense/^ 
Alcinous then took a formal leave^ 
A large smile lurking in his royal sleeve* 
The captain of the fleet was sore dismayed; 
In other words he felt somewhat afraia 
Now Jason^ when he heard the terms 
proposed^ 
Waxed very wrotlv and even seemed dis- 
posed 
To fight the fleet with his cme ship^ alone; 
To tms the heroes^ one and all^ were prone* 
Alcinous^ however^ urged delay ; 
Said he would arbitrate the following day ; 
Reluctantly the heroes did consent* 

Medea to the queen^ Arete^ went; 
With tearful eyes did importune her aid* 
^* Have pity^ queen^ O pity me^ poor maid; 
O do not let them send me oack,^^ she 

cried; 
^^O do not take me from my Jason^s side* 
He^s all I have; and Vva to be his wife* 
If taken back^ Pll surely loose my life*'^ 
The queen^ much moved^ said she would 

intercede 
With king Alcinous* and try* indeed* 
To form iome plan whei^by to circumvent 
Her G)lchian f oes^ who for her death were 
bent* 
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IE queen then hastened to 
her brcl, the king» 
^diald: "Mrd^rdon't 
let them do this thing} 
)o n't let them take this poor 
maid back to dje. 
Werather should commend her, you and I, 
For what she's done for noble Jason's 

sake; 
Now, hubby, this poor maid, don't let them 

take. 
Suppose that I should thus be forced irom 

you — 
Now what would then be right for you to 
do." 
The king then thot^ht it over In his 
mind: 
** My dear," said he, "her case is not that 

kind. 
K she were Jason's wife, 'tis very clear, 
I should insist on her remaining here. 
For king .^£etes then would have no claim. 
Though she would be his daughter all the 

same. 
But she would owe allegiance to her lord ; 
To him who furnished dothes and bed and 

board." 
'O, thank you." said the queen, ''you've 

made It clear; 
Now, kiss me, sweet; you're such a duck, 
my dear!" 
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Now queen Aretes^ plan ^' as quickly 

formed; 
Medea^ alsojason^ she informed: 
/^Your wedding must take place witliout 

delay; 
The king^ himself, wiU give tlie bride 

away — 
He^s good at giving things away/^ she 

saidt 
^^ T was he that put this nice plan in my 

head* 
Medea, you will wear my wedding dress. 
No time to make a trousseau, now,! guess* 
At^Ianta will be bridesmaid, none so kir; 
And I, myself, will dress your golden hair* 
Now, I must zo and see about the cake; 
And all the otner preparations make* 
The wedding will take place this afternoon. 
And after that beghis the honey-moon* 
Let Orpheus con^Kxse the wedding hymn; 
Have everything in order, nice and trim* 
Now, in the holy cave down by the 

sea, 
Where Macris once did dwell with honey- 
bee, 
The maidens of the queen did there prepare 
The bridal chambtf for the happy pair* 
Tlie walls made gay with silken curtains 

hung. 
Festoons of orange blossoms o^er them 

strung; 
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With bridal wreaths that rarest flowers 

flecked^ 
The honey-scented grotto was bedecked* 
The bridal couch of sandal wood was 

made^ 
And on it softest skins and pelts were laid^ 
With robes of precious silks^ and white 

swanks down^ 
And fine» fair linoi then the whole did 

crown* 
The Golden Fleece was then laid over aUt 
And through the holy^ sacred^ rocky haJl 
It shed a radiance sweety divinely fair^ 
Its steady^ golden sheen beyond compare* 
And strains of mtssic, son and bw and 

sweety 
And fragrant incense filled the rare retreat 

The heroes built an altar by the sea; 
The Argo gently rose and f ell, a-lee* 
They sbughtered lambs^ and mixed the 

barley meal^ 
And to the blessed gods they made appeal 
For health and joy ^ and happiness through 

life, 
For Jason and his lovely G)lchian wife* 
The altar fire, high leapbig through the air. 
Threw out upon the sea its ruddy glare; 
Shone on the sea-nymphs, floating on the 

waves. 
And bringing gifts of amber from thefr 



caves. 
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gems and corals rare^ they also bore^ 



Their golden hair, and bosoms, were be- 

(%ht 
With gor^feous flowers of every hue and 

wade, 
By Juno sent, from mountain, glcn and 

glade* 
Now, as the deepening twiligirt closed 

around. 
The wheels of chariots rumbled o^er the 

ground; 
And in procession moved the happy throng. 
To share the marriage feast, in wine and 

song* 
The rovalchariot, with the king and queen. 
Both aressed in royal robes of brighest 

sheen; 
Then Jason and Medea, happy pair. 
Arrayed in wedding garments rich and 

rare; 
At^Ianta, bridesmaid, radiant as a star. 
And Meleager, groomsman, in their car« 
Then followed maids of honor, sweetly 

dressed; 
The courtiers of the king, clothed in their 

best; 

With priests and satellites, and warriors 

< 

grim-^ 
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D there, bteide the ever 

restless sea, 

)n which he 'd sailed with 

baffling winds, and free; 

fhrough nights of gloom, 

and sunny days of ease ; 

With furious gales, and gentle summer 

breeze; 
Beside the sea, the Argo in full s^ht — 
Behold brave Jason on his weddi^ night I 
And standing proudly by his manly side- 
Behold Medea, Jason's Colchlan bride I 
The fairest maid in all the world, was she; 
The bravest man in all the world, was he. 
For then, as now, both here and every- 
where, 
*Tis true— none but the brave deserve the 
fair. 
And then, the altar fire gleaming bright. 
The priests performed the sacred marriage 

rite. 
The king, quite proudly, gave the bride 

away; 
The bride and gro(»n both promised to 

obey. 
And honor, love and cherish; or at least, 
'Twas understood so, by the kii^ and 
priest 
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Then Orpheus and all the Argons crew^ 
And all the wedding guests^ and people, too, 
And all the nymphs, from woodland and 

the sea. 
The marriage hymn sans; loud and |oyf ully « 
Of all the fdk assembled at this scene. 
No one was truly happier than the queen« 
The wedding breamast, she would give 

next day — 
So king and queen and people went away« 
The heroes aU kqpt guard throughout the 

w ith song and cup and speech, till broad 

day^ght 
Next day the wedding breakfast was 

prepared. 
And all the guests, both great and small, 

repaired 
To greet the bride and groom, in banquet 

hall. 
Where they were warmly welcomed, one 

and all. 
By king Aldnous and his loved queen; 
And bright and gay and joyous was the 

scene* 
Around the tables, spread with sumptuous 

fare. 
Were seated all the guests; and with them 

there, 
The Gipt^ of the G>lchian fleet, as weU, 
Who was, in truth, a jolly naval swelL 
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Br spedal Invitation he was there. 
. o lee the king coocemfng; his affair. 

[OW Jason and Medea sat 
serene* 
One l^-the king, the other 

by the queen. 
Medea looked so pretty, and 
so sweet, 
She charmed the jolly Captain erf the fleet. 
^The daughter erf the king, she is, no 

doubt," 
He thought, and swefled his manly bosom 

out 
He did not know diat she was lately wed. 
The siUy Captain thought the royal spread 
Was in his hnur, and would socm be told. 
To talu Medea and the Fleece of Gold. 
''I win not sail for ColchU, though," he 

said, 
** Until this lovely damsel I have wed." 
The kii^ then rose before his royal 
chair, 
And said to all the guests assembled there: 
** The time has now arrived whoi I should 

state, 
That I a matter was to arbitrate. 
Between .^etes, king d Cc^his land. 
And Jason, sltti^ here, at my right hand. 
Now Jason, with the necessary imjU, 
Became entitled to a fleece of wool ; 
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Possession of the fleece was then withheld. 
Till Jason, by a ruse, was then compelled 
To take the fleece which rightly was his 

own: 
And then he sailed away — ^btst not alone* 

iSetes had a daughter — and has yet — 
Who fell in love with Jason first they 

net* 
She aided Jason to obtain his pelt. 
And then such fear of king iSetes felt. 
That she resolved from home to run away. 
And sailed with Jason, as his fiancee. 
It happens that a week or so ago, 
Gune Jason and his ship, as you all know* 
And then again it happens, strange to 

The Coloiian fleet sailed in on yesterday* 
The Giptain of the fleet, in duty bound- 
Medea and the fleece bc^ being found — 
Demands them, with indemnity, in full; 
A great crv makes about a little wooL 
And this the case I was to arbitrate; 
And this the crooked thing to render 

straight* 
Now, yesterday, the case I did review; 
Gdled for my law books; searched them 

throufifh and through; 
Gnnpared me legal aspects of the case. 
With wise deciskxns made in everyplace; 
With precedents established by eacn court, 
In all such cases of retrieve and tort* 
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BOW, my dedsioo, yesterday, 
was this; 
"ir would have been, but 

A thiiu;s have gone amiss — 
That Jasm shmild retain the 
Qeece of wool; 
In him the title 's vested, clear and (uU. 
And finding nothing 1^^ to prevent, 
Medea to her father should be sent. 
Indemnity from Jason to the kii^, 
I hold to be a most improper thi^. 
The damages alleged, were all incurred 
By Jason ki his contract — so averred. 
A contract made by .^^etes the kii^; — 
So Jason does not owe him anythit^. 

Now this decision, made but yesterday. 
Is hardly worth a sou-markee to-day. 
There's many a slip 'twizt cup and lip^ 

'tis true; 
And circumstances alter cases, too. 
Now, yesterday, 't was plain, and in accord 
With all the law : Medea was my ward. 
I, as her l^al guardian, did prepare 
Her extra<ution papers, with much care; 
Whereas, to-day, I have no l^:al r^ht. 
In equity, a wife to extradite. 
In common law, or chancery, as well, 
A wife must with her husband ever dwell. 
Iliis knotty problem has at last been solved. 
And frcnn an irksome duty I'm absolved; 
For Jason cut the Gordian knot last n^ht 
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B^ wedding fair Medea^ fast and tight 

To quiet any doubt^ I need but say^ 

'T was I^ myself t who gave the bride away« 

Medea now is in another state — 
The state of wedlock — ^with her happy 

mate; 
My jurisdiction's lapsed; 'tis just as well; 
And in that hi^y state may they IcMig 

dwell 
Now^ fust another word^ to make things 

clear: 
The Giptain of the G>lchian fleet is here* 
A man of hcMior^ and a sailor bold^ 
He will not take amiss what he's been told; 
A miss she is no longer; sure's he's bom; 
He came iot wool and goes back badly 

shom« 
Now pledge we all a brimming cup of wtae 
To Jason and his happy brid^ divine* 
Now let aU care and at^mosity 
Be drowned in wine, without verbosity/' 
The Giptain of the fleet then took the 

floor, 
And in his hand a cup of wine he bore: 
""O king, I wish to drink the fair bride's 

health; 
I wish her joy, and happiness, and wealth* 
The lady I have never seen before. 
And seeing her is simply to adore* 
Her modesty and beauty, rare to see. 
Would surely banish evil far from me* 
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In ITH her I ne'er would sail to 
11 G)lchis land, 
II Where shame and death 
II await her htiiu the hand 
II Of kit^^etes, lost to every 
a sense 
Of manhoodt truth and justice; so from 

hence 
I wiH not sail to-day, nor yet next year; 
For King ./Betes' wrath I greatly tear. 
And now King Alcinous, fwill swear 
Allegiance to your crown, if you 11 prqaare 
A d^ ci gift to some fair tract (rf lanc^ 
Which I ymi colonize with my command." 
And so It came to pass, they settled there, 
And lived forever ^ter, free itcan care. 
The good ship Argo> Jason and his 

Tlie heroes all, cmce more upcm the tide 
Sailed gaily forth ; for now it seemed to be 
A short and pleasant sail to Thessaly. 
Before they sailed, Alcinous, the Kit^, 
Rich strat^;er's gifts to all the crew did 

bring, 
With twelve Phaeadan slave girls, dressed 

in green, 
Attendants for Medea, from the queen. 
And now, the huge sail hoisted flat and 

trim. 
The Argo, like a sea-bird, swift did skim 
O'er waters blue, that rippled in the sun; 
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The heroes glad their voyage seemed most 

done* 
By Epirus they coasted^ sailing free* 
Amkraciat Arcamania, passeda-Iee* 
A few days later Lynceus did spy 
The land of Pelops, dimlv^ ^neatn the sky« 
Then all the heroes shouted^ cheer on 

cheer^ 
To think their longed-for native land was 

nean 
But soon a calm fell on the waters 

br^ht; 
The sun^ a crimson haH, sunk out of 

sight 
The safl was furled and lashed upon the 

yard; 
The heroes at the oars were puIUng hard ; 
The night grew thick and murky all around; 
The plashing of the oars the only sound* 
Then suddenly, at midnight^ there arose 
A gale tempestuous from the northern 

snows* 
The Argo flew before the chilly blasts 
The black waves rolling high and thick 

and fast* 
Nine days and nights they drove before the 

gale, 
Nine days and nights, without an oar or 

salL 
Behind them shrieked the tempest-ridden 

breeze; 
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Behind them pded the high tumultuous 
seas. 

7T last, ahead, they heard the 
Z hrcaken roar, 
n And on a tidal wave were 
\ cast ashore. 
I On Syrtls' sandy shoals, 
^ both h^ and dry. 
The Argo, partly buried, now doth He. 

Thetidfu wave, rececUng from the shore. 
The distant sea is heard and seen no more. 
And str^chine all around, cm either hand. 
Is nothii^ to be seen but shinlne sand. 
And foam and wrack left by me ruthless 

tide; 
No tree or shrub or rock can be descried. 
The heroes then bemoaned their cruel fate ; 
Their pitiful and helpless, abject state. 
And as the dreary, starless n^ht closed 

'round, 
7^167 threw themselves upon the storm- 
swept ground. 
Each wrapped his cloak about his wretched 

head. 
And waited Ssr the dawn, with fear and 

dread. 
Medea and her maidens, in their grief. 
Wept bitter, salty tears; *t was their belief 
That one and all of thirst must surely die 
Upon this barren waste ; this desert diy. 
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Next morning, Jason wandered oEf, 

alone. 
Across the Libyan desert, tempest strown; 
To think and meditate, perchance aright 
Sotxie plan devise to help him in this pight 
At length he covered up his weary head. 
And I^d him down, the scordiing sand his 

bed. 
Anon, the Libyan goddesses, so iair. 
Who sauntering by, heard moans of grim 

despair; 
And seeing Jason groveling in the sand. 
Impelled by pity, took lum by the hand 
Then from his yellow curls removed the 

cloak. 
And thus the goddesses to Jason spoke : 
^^O, son of iSsdn, do not be cast 

down; 
Thou wilt not die; thou yet shalt wear thy 

crown* 
We Ve heard about thy quest for Fleece of 

Gold; 
About thy toils and troubles weVe been 

told« 
We ^re Libyans daughters, warders of her 

land; 
^Tis here we herd our sheep upon the 

strand 
Now rouse ye Tason, and all fear dispel; 
Be brave and true, and all will yet be 

welL 
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I HEN Amphftritc loosens 

Neptune's car, 
Thy homeward way will 

then be shown aiar. 
[Then foOow with the 

Am), as seems best, 
I And bear her, as she bore 
you, on this quest.'' 
"Hius spoke die gpddesses, so tair and 

bright. 
And quickly vanished in the br^ht sun- 
lighL 
Then to his comrades Jason swiftly 
fled. 
And told them all the goddesses had 

said. 
"Hicy marveled much, and none knew 

what was meant; 
But all believed the words that had been 

sent 
When, lo I ere kns, a wondrous sight be- 

holdl 
A mcmstrous horse with flowing mane di 

gold, 
Gune strldli^ toward them from the dis- 
tant sea; 
And passlt^ swiftly, as on wings, did 



Far Inland 'cross the desert, and at last. 
Was lest to view. The crew all stood 
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''Mcthinks/' said Pcleus, ''that Ncp- 

tune's car 
By Amphitrite has been loosed afar* 
That was his off wheel-horse; I know him 

weDj 
I Ve often seen him in the ocean swells 
When I was courting Thetis by the sea; 
He's got a water-blister on one knee«'' 
Then LynceuSt of the telescopic eye. 
Said: ''Comrades bold, the horse I still 

descry* 
He's plunging in the waves of some vast 

lake. 
That lies beyond the course we saw him 

take*'' 
"An inland sea, I 've heard somewhere, 

or read. 
Lies on the Libyan coast," then Jason said* 
" It follows then, a matter 't is, of course. 
That we should follow after this white 

horse; 
For someth&ig red before, perliaps behind. 
Is always near a white horse, you will 

find." 
Thus PoUuz spoke to Atalanta fair. 
Who then was doing up her bright red 

hair. 
'^The question now," quoth Jason, "is 

to take 
The Argo 'cross the desert to this lake. 
Just how to do it, we must now decide I " 
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[JHERE'S but one war," then 
Areus quick r^^iea t 
** We^ raise hef on our shout* 

den, whife we slide 
Her keel upon the sand; and 
abide 
By g;ood advice received by you, to-day, 
From guardian goddesses erf Libya." 
''We'u undergo a great hardsh^ I 

know," 
Said Pollux, "and our progress will be 

stow." 
Said Castor: "I for <xie do now agree 
To shoulder this responsibility." 

Ancseus said: **'B Hercules were 
hercL 
He 'd pusn her through the sand, while I 

would steer," 
"Yes, you're a bunco sleerer, ITI admit," 
Said I(£is, ** but old Hercules is nit, 
HeM tell you put your shoulder to the 

boat! 
The problem's not to steer, but how to 

tote." 
"That's rfeht," said Canthus, "and I'll 

iostof 
We've got the sand, and ergo, lots c^ 

nerve. 
Don't waste your time in talking; don't 

demur; 
The Argo's carried us— we II carry her ; 
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On even ked across this sandy waste^ 
We^U cany her with less of speedy than 

haste« 
The track of Neptune^s horse is deep and 

straight^ 
The only chart we need — ^an open gate* 
His mane flew out behind^ a golden vane 
To point die way — rememMr, then^ the 

mane I'' 
Next day, the heroes fearing now for 

naught. 
The mast and yard secured, both snug and 

taut. 
Along the Argons hilge^ on either side; 
And then their shoulders to the spars ap- 

pliedt 
And hoisted up the vessel from her bed. 
And so began meir journey, with firm tread* 
A task quite easy for this strong command 
On firm, hard ground — ^butrhard upon the 

sand« 
And Orpheus struck loud his golden lyre; 
Sole-stirrins; music did the crew inspire* 
Medea and her maids sang hymns of praise ; 
And so they passed twelve long and weary 

days; 
Until, at last, they reached a small salt sea, 
The lake Tritonis, which they hailed with 

glee* 
And soon upon the rippling waves did 

launch 
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sd ha vinr found; 
water for themselves 
they searched around. 
1 the water jues before* 
sad dieirslxxilaers bore. 
F'or twelve kxis; days they drank but wfaie 

and mead; 
So water pure was now an urgent need. 
In searching (or a sprii^ 'mid rocks and 

trees, 
They found the Garden of Hesperldes. 
And there, beneath an apple tr^ lay dead* 
The monster serpent, Ladmi, wim deft 

head. 
And there, lamentii^, were the maidens 

tiiree, 
Erytheta, and ^gle, Hespere ; 
V^io, when they saw the heroes drawing 

near. 
To dust and adies turned, at once, fai 
(ear. 
Then Orpheus, who knew the marvd 
well. 
Besought them fay some ^gn <»■ word to 

teH, 
Where he m^ht find some sprli^ to quench 

his thirst— 
And all the trials of the crew rehearsed. 
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Then from their dust and ashes rose three 

treest 
From which looked out the fair Hesperides* 
The poplar one^ Hespere^ in alarm. 
Said : ^Heroes, are you sure you mean no 

harm?'^ 
Erytheis^ the ehn^ pe^ed from her trunk. 
And meekly said: ^^ We hope you are not 
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The wfflow, -flEgle, said: ^^Don^t be too 

free; 
^ is treason rank, to meddle with us three**^ 
^^O, queens divine,^ then Orpheus 

sweetly said, 
^^We would not harm a hair on either 

head* 
We will not trespass here within your park, 
Nor even carve our names upon your bark. 
We are not tourists, but sea-faring men ; 
We seek but water, and when f ounc^ wiU 

then 
Depart at once^ and bless you for vour aid^ 
Then ^gle brushed aside her leaves, 

and said.: 
^O, heroes, but a day or two ago 
Gune Hercules, the monster, whom ye 

know. 
He slew the guardian serpent, ^neath the 

tree; 
And stole the golden apples; then did 
flee. 
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OWN by the lake he smote 



gods. 



L yon great gray rock. 
And whetherlrom the g 



or from the shock, 
A stream d water burst 
from out the cleft; 

And when he'd quenched his thirst, the 
monster left 

He left us to our grief, to weep alone; 

And thus ye see, we've troubles oi our 
own. 

We're full of sap, vidch from our leaves 
drops down. 

And thus, in tears, our grief we fain would 
drown." 
'*I see, fair maids," then Orpheus re- 
plied, 

" You 've cause for grief, and btttemess be- 
side. 

Your orchard's robbed, your snake lies 
dead, indeed; 

But you're the apples of our eyes, in need. 

We thank you much, O gracious queens, 
for this. 

And humbly wish that we your bark might 
kiss." 
Quoth ^gle then: ''The kiss is under- 
stood; 

What will you with a kiss of willow wood. 

O, would that ye might see us in the flesh. 

With golden hair, and rosy 1^, so fresh. 
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I know full well what Hobson^s choice 

would 
Instead of kissing bark, why — ^heM kiss 



me/ 
Said Pollux: ^What's the use of all this 

fuss? 
You ^re barking up the wrong tree, Orpheus^ 
For information given, girls, much thanks. 
We ^11 now proceed to fiU our water tanks/^ 
When all the jars were filled and put 
aboard. 
And peace and quietness once more restored. 
Then Lynceus, Euphemus, Gmthus, too. 
Also the sons of Boreas, who flew — 
Searched far and wide, for tracks of Her- 
cules; 
Far better had they stayed aboard, in 



For Gmthus, wandering by some sheep, 
alone. 

The shepherd slew him with a heavy 
stone. 

The heroes killed the shepherd, stole the 
henL 

And Gmthus^ body in the sand interred. 

And tiien poor Mopsus, bitten by a snake. 

Soon died; and then another grave they 
make. 

The heroes were cast down with grim de- 
spair; 

Medea and her maidens tore their hair. 
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SEE times around 
the graves^ in har- 
ness cladt 

te heroes marched, to 
music slow and sad. 
97ith heavy hearts 
they went aboard 
the ship; 
And then the cables from tlw rocks they 

sl^; 
And rowbifi' fast, they left ttie fatal shore. 
And wished that they m^ht see it never 

more. 
And round and round the lake they rowed 

andsailedt 
To find an outlet to the sea, but failed. 
Then making for the land, they went 

ashore; 
Set up Apollo's tr^jod, as before. 

Tnen Tribm, in the semblance of a 
youth. 
Appeared before them; in his hand, for- 
sooth, 
A stranger's gift — nauglit but a clod of 

earth. 
**I ^e thee what I have — ^'tis tittle 

worth,*' 
He said, ^But if you wish to readi, this 

day. 
The open sea, then I can point the 
way." 
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Euphemus gladly took the earthen clod^ 
And told their story to the wondering god; 
Who^ pointing far across the ripplkig uke. 
Said: I will show you^now^ the course to 

take* 
Just by the clump of trees upon yon hill^ 
Just where the water looks so black and 

still. 
And where the breakers, white, show on 

each side — 
There, is the narrow outlet for the tide« 
The channel lies along the starboard shore. 
For half a league, perhaps a little more; 
Until between two rocks you'll see a tree; 
Then leave the coast, and you^ be adl at 

sea/' 
The heroes, rowing swiftly o'er the 

lake. 
They saw the youth Apollo's tripod take, 
And plunging in was quickly lost to view 
Beneath the waves ; while they their course 

pursue* 
But soon old Triton in his proper shape. 
With fins and scales from forked tail to 

nape. 
Appeared beside the ship with jealous care. 
And shook the water from his parsely hair. 
Which sparsely covered this cud sea-god's 

head. 
But not so green, as I have somewhere 

read* 
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) Triton took the rud- 
er in his hand, 
id deftly steered the 
lip toward the strand ; 
ten safely through the 
arrow inlet passied, 
d out upon the open 
aca, at la:^ 
Then with a blast upcm his ht^^e sea- 

shellt 
On balanced scales and fins, he wished 
them weH. 
Then to the west wind hoisted they the 
sail; 
For several days the west wind did not 

fait 
The breeze then backed to south'ard, to 

their joy. 
And steady blew, and fresli, their hopes to 

buoy. 
At length, the isle Gupathus, dimly seen, 
Lxxnned up, far (^, against the sky serene. 
Next day a gladscnne sight appeared to 

greet 
The luirdy heroes, for the isle of Crete 
Was close aboard; and all prepared to 

land, 
And pass ttie night upon the welcome 
strand. 
Now, giant Talos, warder of the isle, 
A man c^ brass, and with a temper vile; 
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A relic d the bronze age, truly; he, 
Did watch unceasii^ly across the sea. 
No ship did he allow to come near land. 
But drove them off, with rocks, fron his 

strong hand. 
This demi-god was brass from head to 

heel; 
His muscles and his sinews strong as steel; 
The hardest thing about him was his cheek ; 
But CMie small ^ce about him was quite 

weak: 
Beside one ankle was a swollen vein, 
Jfust covered by a skin so thin, 'twas 

plain. 
To wound him in this spot, so varicose, 
Would fatal prove; at least, so I suppose. 
Now, in the harbor, Argo proudly 

sailed. 
When from a cliff old Talos loudly hailed : 
^Ke^offl keep off 1^ he cried In thunder 

tones. 
And emphasized his vile remarks with 

stones. 
He broke great chunks c^ rock from off 

tiiecrag; 
And huge stones from their earthy beds did 

drag; 
And hurted them toward the ship with aim 

so true, 
7*hat quickly out of range, the crew with- 
drew. 
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1 this monster's dead. 
^ Too bad it is that men d 
■f flesh and blood 
Are kept at bay, and drifting on its flood. 
By this one man of brass — a brazen heaiv 
who rocks us in the cradle of the deep. 
That men of mettle, by this metal cad. 
Are thus withstood — I say, it is too bad.** 
**Tis true," Medea then to Jason 

saidt 
''We can not land till this brass g:iant*s 

dead. 
Now, I've a potent charm that can not 

Ian 
To bring disaster, even death entail, 
To all ttibigs made of brass, for you well 

know 
The brazen bulls, by you were conquered 

so. 
Now I win go below and work the charm; 
Do you the vessel ke^ fust out (^ harm; 
And sailing off and on, and full and by, 
With gib^ and taunts the brazen man 

defy; 
To make him angry you must do your 

best, 
For whom the gods destroy— you know 

the rest" 
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HE heroes followed this advice^ 

so saj^e; 
Old Talos was beside himself 
with rage; 
And in his anger, rushing for a stone. 
He gashed the v^ beside his ankle-bone; 
But in his frenzy, gave it little heed; 
In torrents did tne severed vessel bleed* 
At last, the brazen giant grew so weak. 
He could not cast a stone — ^he could not 

speak; 
But swayed and reeled and tottered on the 

crag; 
And quivering, trembling, like a wounded 

stag, 
His limbs gave way, and down his body 

dashed; 
Far down upon the rocks below he crashed* 
With Talos dead, now everything was 

right. 
And so the heroes slept ashore that nipfht* 
Next mom, at dawn, by faint light of 

the stars. 
The heroes filled again the water jars* 
And to the mild south wind they set the 

sail, 
E'en as the morning star began to pale* 
As o'er the gulf of Oete they sailed 

along. 
Their lightsome hearts found vent in merry 

song* 
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!0R now thdr souls were 
filled with joy- and peace ; 
Tot sootv O soon, they'd 
sight the shores of Greece. 
At night the fuUt round 
moon rose o'er the sea ; 
The dolphins sported in her light with glee; 
The merry waves caressed the Ai^'s 

prow. 
And broke in silver spray about the bow. 

Medea laid her h^d on Jason's breast : 
And he her moonlit, golden hair, caressed. 
''Medea, love," he said, ''we'll soon be 

home^ 
No more on earth or sea to sail or roam. 
In happiness we 'U spend our future days, 
With none to censure; all to bve and 

praise. 
The Golden Fleece is won, and by your 

aid; 
My queen will be most welcome, too," he 

said. 
** Together we will rule my people, dear. 
And live, henceforth, devoid of strife fx 
fear." 
The best laid plans d mice and mm, 
they say. 
Don't always suit the gane» in every way. 
For soon the moon was hidden by a cloud; 
The stars were folded in n^ht's sable 
shroud; 
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And irkf blackness clothed the sky and 

sea; 
And soon there was no windward, and no 

lee* 
The breeze died out, nor left the slightest 

breath; 
And everything was still and black as 

deatn« 
And even Lynceus now failed to spy 
His hand, when held before his X-ray eye* 
And silently the Argo drifted now; 
But whether port or starboard, stem or 

bow. 
Not even Lynceus could tell ^the crew* 
They held their breath — ^^twas all that 

they could do* 
Then Jason raised aloft his hands and 

prayed; 
And called on Phoebus, for his timely aid* 
He supplicated Juno, heaven's queen, 
To shed a rav of light upon the scene* 
And long ana earnestly did he implore; 
He ^yed as he had never payed before* 
Then suddenly a light illumed the sky ; 
So bright that each was fain to shade his 

eye; 
And on a rock, revealed by this bright 

glow — 
Apollo stood, and in his hand, his bowl 
And from his golden bow the radiant light 
Dispelled the murky blackness of the night* 
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H^ipuris; 
and did steer 
Stra^ht for its welcome 

harbor, in the Iig:ht 
The crew bent to their 
oars with all their 
m^ht; 
And then when safely anchored in its bay, 
Apollo waved his bow, and flew away. 
Next mom the grateful heroes built a 
shrine. 
In honor of the radiant god divine. 
They also built an altar on the strand; 
And searched the island through, on every 

hand» 
For sheep or oxen for the sacrifice ; 
But finding none, pure water must suffice. 
Of this, they poured libations on the fire; 
The hissing steam arose as high, or higher. 
Than from a sacrificial bull or sheep. 
The motive, not the means, still means a 
heap. 
h made Medea's handmaids laugh and 
jest; 
'T was such a curious sacrifice, at best. 
The^'M seen great herds of cattle sacrificed, 
Bjr king Alcinous, and were surprised 
To see the heroes put the fire out. 
By pouring water on; it made them shout. 
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The heroes laughed in turn; and since 

that day. 
Some women jest whenever their husbands 

pray* 
Aboard once more^ they sailed ^neath 

cloudless skiest 
And proudly now^ the Argons pennon flies« 
And sailing smoothly on^ at length they 

reach 
^gina^ where they anchored near the 

beach« 
And when they went ashore their lars to 

fill. 
There then arose a strife — the custom 

still; 
Each hero strove to fill his jar and race 
Back to the ship, and try to win first place* 
Euphemus, fleet of foot, of course, was 

first; 
But near me ship he stopped to quench his 

thirst; 
And Atalanta passed him with her jug, 
And won the race and prize — ^a golden 

mug* 
And since that day, the Myrmidons of 

Thrace, 
With ji^s of water on their shoulders, race* 

Tne handicap in racing first begun. 
In carrying jugs of water on the run* 
^T was instituted bv an Argonaut; 
And still we race, though with a jug or not* 
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|GINA, left astern, the 
Ai«o sailed, 
Witn wind and weather 
£air,which never failed. 
No more adventures did 
the heroes meet; 
But saili:^ ever on, and 
^ everfleet. 
They passed the land of Cecrops; Aulis, 

too; 
The towns of the Opuntian Locri, view. 
And so, at last, upon a sunny day. 
They anchored, once ^ain, at Pag:as8c I 
'Twas in the afternoon, they moored 
tfie ship. 
Much battered by the long;, eventful trh>; 
But staunch and t^ht, and classed A 

No. I; 
Her fifi:ure-head, unmarred, stiU I»ifi;htly 

shone. 
The heroes now prepared to eo ashore ; 
They soon would part, and scnne would 

meet no more. 
They packed their kits, and dressed them 

in their best, 
Li h(»ior of tlie endinepf the quest. 

Then Jason sent cupfiemus, who was 
fleet, 
To lolchos, king PeUas to greet. 
To teU that he'd rettutied again to 
Greece, 
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And with him brought the famous Golden 

, Fleece* 
And to remind the king, in view of this. 
His resignation would not be amiss« 
In fact, it was the proper thing to do, 
Since Jason had performed his mission, 

true. 
But if he did not choose, thus to vacate; 
And seemed inclined to halt, or vadOate ; 
A writ, then, of ejectment, would be served* 
All legal forms would strictly be observed* 

A posse comitdtuSf sixty strong. 
Of sunburnt heroes, quick to right the 

wrong. 
Would then proceed pugnis et catdbuSf 
To execute the writ so just ; and jus 
Ptoprietatis they would then decide. 
With jus possesstonis too, implied; 
This would be done pro bono publico; 
He must be fired; then put out, you 

know. 
And furthermore, the king, he was to 

tell. 
That, heretofore, he ruled not wise, nor 

well. 
That Jason now proposed a government. 
To which the governed would give their 

consent; 
If of, and by, and for, the people all, 
A government would always stand, not 

fall 
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UPHEMUS was to teU 

the people, too, 
i That Jason, some such 
1 schnne had then in 

view. 
And with Medea^s coun- 
sel and advice. 
He'd rule in suchaway 
as would suffice. 
Commissioner Euphemus went to town. 
And had a secret session with the crown. 
Hii mission he performed with sense and 

tact; 
For he was bom a diplomat, in fact 
The king; was sorely vexe^ and troubled, 

too; 
Nonplussed, and fearful; knew not what 
to do. 
He said that he 'd been sick for many 
a day; 
And did not see liow he could to away. 
♦•Totell the truth," he said, "I've got the 

TeO Jason he must stay aboard his ship. 
My (ujctor has forbidden me to speak 
On any sub^, for at least, a week. 
Some day, when better able to be out; 
And when the weather's warmer, IVe no 

doubt. 
M y doctor will permit an interview 
with Jason and his brave, courageous crew. 
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At present^ he advises me to wear 

My crown both night and day; for ^t would 

impair 
My healthy and give me cold, to take it 

off; 
And make much worse my hackings rack- 
ing cough* 
I know it is a saying in the town: 
^ Uneasy lies the head that wears a crown; ^ 
To take it off^ I could not lie at all; 
Vd feel light-headed^ that^s the truths and 

falL 
Vm glad you called^ but now I Ve talked 

enough. 
For I must go and take my doctor^s stuff; 
Euphemus then replied: ^^O mighty 

king, 
I think that Jason will not do a thing 
To you, that would increase your cough or 

cold; 
In fact, heM make it warm, with Fleece of 

Gold- 
One thing before I go, Vd like to say. 
Because we may not meet another day : 
Small acorns from large oak trees always 

fall, 
And sometimes, with them, little nuts of 

gall; 

Not always, though, for gall sometimes we 

find 
When least expected, in the human mind/^ 
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lUPHEMUS then with- 
drew and slammed 
the door; 
For Pelias would soon 
be king, no more. 
He hied him then tmto 
the public square; 
And soon a crowd of 
people gathered there; 
To whom he told the stor/ of the quest; 
Of Jason's promises: and did his heat 
To favor JascMi in the public eye; 
And PeliaSf he boldly did decry. 
He then invited all to come next dayt 
To welcome Jason^ at the harbor bay. 
'^ Hurrah 1 for Jason; and for Jasm's 

right r 
The pec^le cried and shouted, in their 
might 
Next mom the populace were all on 
hand. 
And waiting anxiously upon the strand. 
In holiday attire they all were dressed ; 
Ef^ man and woman strove to look his 

best 
The story of the Fleece, they all had heard — 
Euphemus told them aH that had occurred — 
And now they came to welcome back the 

crew. 
Who'd sailed so many months the ocean 
blue. 
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Whose mighty deeds of valor were re-told ; 
WhoM brought again to Greece the Fleece 

of Gold* 
And gilded cars and chariots and wains^ 
Gune lumbering down the roads, and 

through the lanes, 
To carry up the Argonauts to town ; 
Those weather-beaten heroes of renown ; 
Who at the word, assembled at me 

wales; 
I must admit that all description fails. 
To 6:ive a good idea, true and right. 
Of that incasing, gay and glorious sight 
The Argo imowed her port side to the 

shore; 
Thrust through each port-hole was a blade 

of oar; 
An Argonaut, erect, stood on each blade; 
The rest were on the gilded wale arrayed 
Thus, in three ranks, uie heroes were 

posed; 
Each rank above the other stood 
Their burnished shields and helmets gleam- 
ing bright. 
Reflected from the sun long rays of light* 
And Jason and Medea, happy pair; 
The twelve Phseadan maids, with golden 



In silken raiment* stood upon the stem ; 
A group toward which admiring glances 
turn* 
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USPENDED on a 
cross-bar^ bannav 
wise, 
A wondrous sight now 
met the people's 
eyes — 
The Golden Fleece, the 
object of the quest ; 
And this the s^ the people liked the 
best 
Then from ten thousand throats upon 
the shore. 
There came a sound, much like the ocean's 

roar. 
The people waved their scarfs, and shouted 

loud; 
And ne'er before was such a happy crowd. 
A welcome warm to Tason and his bride. 
And to the heroes, came from every side. 
'* Long life to Jason, king of lolchos I " 
They cried, as up their caps and staves they 

toss. 
"Long live KUdeal" **L«ig life to our 

queen 1" 
O, never was there such a loyal scene. 
Each hero then was welcomed by his 
name; 
For each and all were long well-known to 

fame. 
The soldiers of the kinr took great delight, 
In dieering one and alTby name, ar^ht 
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At^Ianta was the favored one of all; 

And judging from the shouts — queen of the 

bawll 
The Argo then was rowed upon the 

beacL 
The heroes disembarked; and then was 

each 
Invited on the platform, or grand stand. 
Erected in their honor on tne strand* 
The formal speech of welcome then was 

made* 
^^I point with pride^^^and so forth, then was 

said* 
^^This is the proudest moment of my 

lifel^' 
Of course was said by Jason and his wife* 
But now a restive movement ki the 

throng, 
Giused him to stop, and wonder what was 

wrong* 
What cau:^ that rumbling noise — that 

distant shout ? 
Then to ward the town aU eyes were turned, 

in doubt 
A cloud of dust was rolling down the road; 
A man was driving fast, with lash and 

goad* 
The crowd gave way, as he came rushing 

by; 
Up to the stand he drove, with flashing 
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The driver, car and horses ai the 1dng I 

HY drhre so fast? 
What message do 
you tM^i^?** 
Euphemus asked. 
** What have you got 
to say? 
Come, say it quick; 
I we'll have no more 
delay 1" 
''KingPelias is deadl** the man relied; 
"That's why I took this little pleasure 

ridel" 
"Dead drunk, you mean,*^ then Pc^uz, 

smlHrw; said. 
"He's dead de facto f dead as herriiu: 

tedl" 
Replied the man, and mopped his reeking 

brow; 
"Dead as a door-naiI,I assure you, now!" 
"Haw did it happen? Tell us all you 

know; 
You drive quite fast, but speak too all-fired 

abw,* 
Eu^Kmus said, in his impatient way. 
The man took breath, and then went on 

to say: 
The kii^ was left alone; for all but 
me 
Left town this morning early, for the sea. 
2oa 



^ "* 

We were the only two left in the town* 
I^ kept me home to polish up the crown. 
He owed me six months wages, which he 

said, 
I^'dpayto-n^ht, if I 'd stay W his bed. 
His doctor, even, left him, I decare — 
I see him now, ^, standii^ over there. 



^ just about an hour ago, 
' more, 

ok him up his mall, which 
okJng o^er. 
He found a box cA powdera, with a note; 
I've got it here— and this Is what was 
wrote: 
'To knock that tired feeUng out of 
s^ht; 
To make the whiskers black, instead d 

white; 
To make an old man young without de- 
lay; 
One powder must be taken, every day.' 
**Then Pelias remarked; Til go you 
one; 
ril take one now, in water, }ust for 

funi 
I dreamed about this very thing last night; 
And that craivinces me that its all r^ht.' 
And thai he took the powder, sure enough; 
And smacked his lips, and then said: 
*Thafs the stuff!' 
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soon he said he felt 
Koneonfire; 
i: 'Give me water, 
• I must expire 1 * 
d then he drank a 
iHon^ maybe more; 
i then lay on his bed, 
—id tried to snore; 
And failing: dut, he then b^an to kick ; 
Kicked alTthe bed-clothes on, and then the 

tick; 
And then he kicked the stuiKitu; out the 

bed; 
But soon he kicked no more— lor he was 
dead." 
Euphemus asked the doctor i ** Do you 
think 
He died of poiscMv or from too much 

drink?'^ 
" Heart failure, I should say/' he then re- 

pHed. 
''That could not be the cause from which 

he died," 

Put in the man, " For Pelias had no heart 

Kick failure, I should call it, for my part'' 

Medea smiled a knowing smile, 'tis 

said. 

When this poor man proclaimed the kii^ 

was wad. 
She'd sent some mail the day before, to 
town, 
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By Euphemus^ directed to the crown* 
But whether it the powder did enclose — 
Th^riQonc, hut the sex^d&f really knows* 
The man^ resum&ig^ then said: ^I 
have here 
His crown and scepter^ for to me ^twas 

clear^ 
That I should hold them f or my six month^s 

pay; 

In fact, it seemed to me the only way* 

The kine had pledged to pay^ in nill^ to- 
night; 

I think vou^n grant, in this, that I am 
rignt* 

The crown and scepter I as pledges 
hold, 

Until Vm reimbursed, or they^l be 

sold*^^ 
Then Jason paid the man in full, and 

more; 
Who then the roval emblems did restore* 
The Councillor of the king then rose; 

said he: 
^^A pleasant duty now devolves on me* 
For Pelias, usurper, being dead. 
The crown must now be placed on Jason's 

head* 
I know that this vast concourse is aware. 
That Jason is his father ^son's heir ; 
And ^son being dead, I'm proud to say. 
That Jason will be crowned without delay* 
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LL useless ceremoay well 

dispense. 
And this I wish to say with- 
out offense. 
The time and place and 
man are here, you see ; 
It is most opportune, you II all agree. 
And as we can not live without a klt^; 
I^Il now proceed to do the proper thinj;.'' 
And thai he placed the crown on Jason's 
Iwadf 
And in his hand the scqiter placed, then 

said: 
** By virtue of my office, I declare. 
That Jason's now the king, as JEsoa's 

heir; 
The king of lolchos, in Thessalyl 
L(Xig may he live and reign o'er you and 

me. 
The king is dead — and now Loag Live 

the King I 
The Golden Fleece to all good luck will 
bringr 
The people shouted loud — the heroes 



While in the bay the watemyn^ihs ap- 
peared; 

For they were loyal to the new king's 
cause. 

And clapped their hands, in token <rf ap- 
plause. 





The heroes and the coundOors of state; 
The prominent <^fidals, wise and g:reat; 
Jn guded vans and wains, a pageant foie^ 
Were followed br the multitude in line. 

Then throi^n the city gates to palace 
hall. 
Where Jason and Kledea welcomed alt 
And then a week of feasting^ and cl bliss. 
Another week oi games then followed this. 

So ends the quest of Jas<Mi for the 
Fleece; 
And so b^;ins his reign of Golden peace. 
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